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BATUTA (bah-TOO-tah)
(gulsaria)

Learned by Yves Moreau,  FaI l  L97I ,  f rom v i l lage dance group in  Rabrovo,
Vid in Dis t r ic t ,  N.W. Bulgar ia .  In  Romanian,  Batuta refers  to  a type of
folk dance which involves stamps with the feet. This Batuta is a dance
popular  among the Vlachs of  N"W. Bulgar ia"  The Vlachs or ig ina l ly  came
to Bulgaria from Romania. The Vlachs wer:e for a long t ime nomadic people
who set t ied pr imar i ly  rn  Nor thern Greeceo Macedonia,  N.E.  Serb ia,  and
along the Danube in Bulgaria, Their language and folklore are a mixture
of  Romanian and local  e lements.

Record: Wor:Idtone WI-YM-0O1 A. 2/4 meter"

Format ion:  Shor t  l ines - -  about  B people - -  mrxed or  segregated.  Bel t
ho ld"  L  over  R.  Face ct r .  Wt  on L f t ,  Of ten the two men
at both ends of the l ine hold a wooden cane in their free hand"

I .  BASIC STEP (of ten referred to  as "VLAJNA")

I  Step to  R on R (c t  f )  .  S l ide L next  to  R,  a lmost  d isp lac ing R,
bend ing  knees  s l i gh t l y  ( c I  2 ) .

Sty le :
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Knees bent  s l ight ly , ,  a  sharp,  ra ther  bouncy fee l ing,  but  not
a i ry  and l ight .  A so l id ,  heawy qual i ty"  Steps are smal l ,

Pat tern

No Int roduct ion music ;  dance may star t  a t  beginning of  any musica l
phrase.  Beware a lso oI  music  which is  somet imes p layed "contra-

tempo' '  or  against  the beat  "

Repea t  pa t te rn  o f  meas  1 ,  exac t l y .
Step d iag fvzd to  R on R (c t  1)  .  Hold (c t  2) .
Step fwd twd ctr on I (ct 1) . HoId (ct 2) .
Step s l ight ly  fwd on R,  cross ing rn f ront  o f  L  (c t  1) .  Hold (c t  2)
Moving away from ctr, step diag bkwd L on L (ct 1) . Sl ide R ft

i I "  STAMPING STEP ( "Ba tu ta " )
Repea t  pa t te rn  o f  meas  1 -2 ,  F ig .  l .
Step on R fac ing s l ight iy  R (c t  1)  .  Smal l  hop on R,  s imul taneously
brrngrng L knee up and shght ly  ac loss R teg (do not  exaggerate)
(c t  2)  .  Fac ing c t r ,  smal l .  sharp s tamp wi th  L f t ,  no wt  (c t  &) .
Facing c t r ,  smal l  leap onto L (c t  1)  .  Sharp s tamp,  no wt ,  wi th
R f t  s l ight ly  fwd (c t  &) .  Smal l  hop in  p iace on L (c t  2)  .  Sharp
stamp,  no wt ,  wi th  R f t  s l ight ly  fwd (c t  &)  .
Facing sl ightly R, small sharp stamp on R ft with wt (ct 1) . Small
hop on R,  s imul taneously  br ing ing L knee up and s l ight ly  across
R leg (do not exaggerate) (ct 2) . Sharp stamp, with L next to Ro
no wt (ct &) "

back and next  to  L (c t  2) .
7  Moving s t ra ight  bkwd,  smal l  s tep on L (c t  1)  .  St i l l  moving bkwd,

sma l . l  s tep  on  R  (c t  2 ) .
B St i l l  movinq bkwd.  smal l  s tep on L (c t  f  )  .  Hold (c t  2)  .
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BATUTA (continued)

6 Facing c t r ,  smal l  s tep sdwd L wi th  L (c t  1) .  Br ing R to L,
a lmost  d isp lac ing L,  s imul taneously  bending both knees very
sharply (ct 2) .

7  Smal l  s tep to  L wi th  L (c t  1) .  Close R to L (c t  2) .  Somet imes
meas  7  can  be  done  exac t l y  l i ke  meas  6 ,  i . e . ,  sha rp l y .

B Smal l  s tep to  L wi th  L,  s imul taneously  ra is ing R f t  s l ight ly
across L (c t  1)  .  Hold (c t  2)  .

There is  no set  sequence for  th is  dance,  Leader  ca l ls  f igures
at  wi l l .  He may s imply  shout  "hopa"  or  "hopsha" for  a  change,
or  speci f ica l ly  "batuta"  for  the s tamping f igure.

Presented bv Yves Moreau
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