
*r
l o

Thls dance lntroduced to AnerLcan CircLes by l . ladelynne Greene" She learned i t
Ln Honolutu at Japanese conr: luni t i .es. l iere the ,Japanese observe the Duddhist
Feast of the Dead r.r i th r .rcek-end dance Fescivalsi .n front of  their  temples. The
nusicians play on a raleed stand ln the rnlddle of th.- :  c irc l ! .ng dancers with
banners and bunt ing and f lut ter ing pra:yer scro1Ls. A i ' ruge drum stands beslde the
band stand and ls perforrned upon by gyr:at ing c, iperts occasional ly.  The dancers
$rear cotton klbonos ( Yuhata),  tabl  and goaheacls.  Tire men dance more vigorously
so  they  b lnd  the i r  fo reheads w i rh  l i t t le .co t ton ' to r . re ls  g iven  by  each, temple  to
those who dance there.

Kimonos are very modest and qulte restr lct ing, The dance ls done pigeon-toed with
knees close together and a l i t t le bent.  l lands are soft  and graceful  but the
fingers are kept parallel r.rith cnly the thurnbs separating thenrselves frorn the
f lowing movement.  The mustc has a strong f i rst  beat in a 4-beat neasure.
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PART D

TOKVO DON TAKU
Japanese Bon Dance
Recorri Fol-k Dancer M{ 2050

Start ing Right foot,  ualk forr .rard 2 steps clapplng hands ln front of
c h e s t .  (  R . L .  )
Slep forward on Rtght foot rui th sl ight eurncb-dip, and at the same t ime
spread both hands out to the side ( l ike an umpire"s out s lgn in basebal l )
Step back on Left  foot.  (  no clap)
Step back on Right foot and clap both hands together

Sgep forw ard on Left  foot,  step fonrard on Rlght foot (  toeing ln)
and at the same tLrae move both arrns down and back along side, Left
hlp f l rsc th€u along side r lght htps. (  l tke paddltng a canoe).

Take 3 qulck 6teps fonvard L'R,L, and at the same t{me the hands do thie:
Left  hand ,  palm back upright in front of  Left  ear.R hand ls upr lght
fon^rard, Then br ing Right hand in front of  Right ear as Left  hand ls
brought straight forward. Then br ing Left  hand ln front of  Left  ear as
Rlght hand ls brought straight forrvard.
Sloto, S1ow, qulck, qulck,qutck/

Step on Right ft turnlrig body away from cenier to fece r+all and dip
knee, Hands sweep belor.t knees ten start sr'rooping arorrnd and up to
meet overheadrpa"lms out on ncxt count 2.
Bring Left  foot to Rlght ankle (  you r i ray touch Left  toe to f loor for balance)
Hands are overhead.
?urn to Left  and step on Left  facing center as hands start  the ' r t reer l
swooping movenent,
Bring Right foot beelde Left  as hands meeE overhead.

Right hand wl. th elbow bent is hel .d so that palm ls facing dancerrs face.
Left  hand ls held in front of  l :a ist  as l f  hotrdtngkinono sleeve from
swinglng out.  In this posi t lon l } : rn alr ,rost conpletely to Right \ , r i th a
modif ied buzz step.( step anci step).  Then raise Left  hand r.r l th Rlglr t
hand across waist  and turn to Left  in the game manner.
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Repeat entlre dance dance fron beglnnlng as many times ae needed to f l t  record.
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