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This monthôs issue features Hungary; Richard 
Dureeôs article is illustrated thanks to Google images, 
and complemented in Ethnic Foods. The cover picture 
is from the photo collection of former Scene editors, 
Teri Hoffman and Marvin Smith. 

Find out what has been in Recent Events, what will 
be in On the Scene, what people think in Dancers 
Speak, and check the Poetry Corner. Lots of specific 
information in ads and the Directory.  

We thank Marshall Cates (belatedly) for the collage 
in the Statewide feature and for last monthôs cover 
photo. 

Be of good cheer! 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation at (310) 478-6600 or Federation website: 
SoCalFolkdance.org 

Federation Corner 

My husband and I 
bought our Laguna 
Beach home in 
1962. It was a big 
and daring thing to 
do for two penniless 
refugees from 
Hungary, after only 
five years in this 
country. It turned 
out to be the best 
investment anyone 
could ever hope for, 
in the most beautiful 
spot on earth. It just 
so happens that it is 
also the home of the 

Laguna Folkdancers and although it took me awhile 
to learn about that, I ended up being President for 
many years. 

As artists, both my husband and I were exhibitors 
in the Festival of Arts for as long as he lived. He 
passed away in 1979. Usually, when you lose your 
husband, good people try to fix you up with cats and 
dogs for companions. One of my good friends had a 
better idea. She introduced me to Laguna 
Folkdancers. My first reaction was "oh, no, not folk 
dancing! The idea does not appeal to me at all!" I 
went along, just to show my appreciation for her 
thoughtfulness and I never stopped folk dancing 
after that. It was the music, more than anything 
else. Having been brought up in a family of classical 
musicians, I found folk music intriguing and needed 
to discover more and more about it. I am not a born 
dancer, or a talented one. But I learned all the 
dances, with all the strange sounding names. I 
discovered how much the great classical composers 
learned and borrowed from folk songs and folk 
music. It was, and still is, an amazing experience.  

An even more important discovery followed: I 
realized that through folk dancing I found myself a 
new family and was no longer alone. In this country 
folk dancing is a lot more than just dancing. There is 
dancing everywhere in the world and here in the 
U.S. we folk dancers set ourselves the task to learn 
as much as we can of the entire cultural background, 
music and art of the people who dance those 
dances. This is symbolic of what our country is all  

Eva Daraiôs story is continued on page 10... 

Eva Darai 
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Choreogeography of Hungary  

Hungary is and has been in the forefront in ethnic 
dance research, notation and reconstruction for 
several decades. We know more about the dance 
culture and tradition of Hungary than perhaps any 
single country, due to the efforts and contributions 
of Dr. György Martin, director of the 
Ethnomusicology Department of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. The fortunate combination of 
a rich and diverse dance tradition, brilliant and 
concerned scientists and official government support 
has not simply provided us with a thorough and 
continuing study of Hungarian dance culture. It has 
provided an example and created a model for all to 
follow.  

Recreational folk dancers are familiar with 
Hungarian dance through the 30-year effort of Andor 
Czompo, who began teaching to folk dancers in the 
early 1960s. The Hungarian tanchaz (TANC haaz = 
ñdance houseò) movement ð a direct result of 
research by Martin and others ð reached America in 
the late 1970s and this improvised dancing of 
traditional ñdance cyclesò has become one of the 
most advanced recreational folk dance activities.  

It is past time for us to examine this wealth of 
dance information. Many Hungarian dance names 
will be familiar to folk dancers; others will be new. 
Martinôs regional and temporal classifications will be 
generally followed, though the length of this study 
requires some deletions and adjustments. 

REGIONS OF HUNGARY  

Martin divides the country into three regions or 
ñdance dialectsò. In keeping with the east to west 
settlement of Hungary, letôs begin with the oldest, 
easternmost region ð Transylvania, (Erdaly : ñair dai 
yeeò in Hungarian), a forested plateau surrounded by 
the high Carpathian Alps, the eastern end of the 
Carpathian Mountains. Migrating Magyar tribes 
entered the region in the 10th Century from the 
Danube Valley to the south seeking to avoid attacks 
by other barbaric tribes in the area; thus, 
ñTransylvaniaò (trans = ñacrossò + sylvan = 
ñforestsò).  This is the oldest region of Hungarian-
speaking peoples and is part of Romania only by 
very recent political action.  

Westward from the wooded slopes of Transylvania 
is the ñHungarian Basinò, generally flat and treeless, 

drained by two  north -south rivers, the Tisza and the 
Danube.  

The ñTisza Regionò contains the Alfºld (Great 
Plain), heart of the Hungarian horse culture, and the 
northern mountains, site of the famous Tokaj wine.  

Further west, across the Danube is the western 
third of the Hungarian region, Transdanubia 
(ñacrossò + ñDanubeò; Dunantul: ñdoo non toolò in 
Hungarian), divided north and south by Lake 
Balaton; this is Martinôs ñDanube Regionò. The south 
is a land of gently rolling hills, with sheep and swine 
husbandry dominant. Northern Transdanubia is 
closest to Austria and shows the most Western 
influence in its dance culture. Other well -known 
areas of the Danube Region are Sarköz (shar kooz) 
along the southern Danube and Paloc (pa lotes) in 
the north. One must remember to include 
neighboring areas in Croatia and Slovakia in these 
ethnographic regions. 

DANCE CLASSIFICATIONS  

Throughout most of Hungary, the various dances 
in each regionôs repertoire are danced in a traditional 
sequence, a tancrend or ñdance cycleò. The most 
common order is: the girlsô karikázo, the menôs 
verbunk, followed by the couple csárdás. This 
tradition follows a long period of development, the 
heart of Martinôs research. 

Old Style Dances:  

Dance historians and ethnologists acknowledge the 
ñchainò or ñcircleò dance as the oldest form of dance, 
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