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Welcome to the turning point - to the shortest days 
and the beginning of the return of light - probably 
celebrated in all cultures. 

Our lead story happens to be on our own group - 
may it inspire you to join in our celebrations of New 
Yearôs Eve and Winterfest! 

Find these and other events in Calendar, On the 
Scene, and ads. 

Hear from your fellow dancers in Dancers Speak 
and Poetry Corner. 

Thanks to Camille Dull and Carol Wall for photos. 

Next issue in February. 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation South Officers  

President Marshall Cates (626) 792-9118 

Vice-President Kathy Molga (949) 573-1585 

Treasurer Rick Bingle (626) 914-4006 

Secretary Pauline Klak (310) 832-1074 

Membership Steve Himel (949) 646-7082 

Historian Wen-Li Chang (626) 500-5035 

Publicity Leslie Halberg (661) 296-0481 

For information about dancing in the area, contact the 
Federation at (310) 478-6600 or Federation website: 
SoCalFolkdance.org 

Federation Corner 

FOLK DANCE FEDERATION COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES  

Held on 9/19/2015 at Somis, CA 93066 

President's Report:  

There will be no Federation South Meeting in San 
Diego at the end of September. There is a meeting 
in January in Pasadena. 

All dance syllabi for Idyllwild Camps 1983 and 1984 
will be added to Federation website. All of Camp 
Hess Kramer dance notes have been added already. 
All of these will be available on our Federation South 
website. 

A survey of Federation-owned equipment is need-
ed to locate and account for all of the resources 
which can be available to all federation groups. For 
instance, we have file cabinets containing syllabi and 
videos which clubs can access for research purposes. 
These items are being maintained by President Mar-
shall Cates. He also has posters of every Statewide 
Festival which were used to decorate at the recent 
San Diego Statewide. There are also international 
flags, decorations, 2 wireless microphones, 2 speak-
er stands, 250 watt amps and speakers. The purpose 
of the survey is not to centralize these items but to 
inform all members that may need to use them in 
the future.  

Vice President's Report : 

1/24/2016 Federation Winter Festival, is being held 
at 150 N. Madison, Pasadena from 1:30-5:30 p.m.  

2/2016 Laguna Festival is moving back to Ensign 
Middle School. Exact dates and times have not been 
worked out as yet. It was moved and seconded to 
support the event.  

Secretaryôs Report: 

Secretaryôs email address has changed and was 
provided: klakfamily@cox.net 

Treasurer's Report:  

The major activity during this reporting period was 
Statewide 2015. The in/out entries reflect only this 
period. There was some Statewide activity previously 
reported. Due to production problems with the CDs, 
the books are not closed, but as of now, Statewide 
was a $3056.24 profit.  

Thirteen new members have been insured. One 
club overpaid and the treasurer is carrying their 
$5.00 credit for the next member that they insure.  

Federation Council Meeting minutes continue on p. 23. 
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PASADENA  CO- OP  

PASADENA FOLK DANCE CO-OP  

Our Pasadena group started in 1941 as a pacifist 
food co-op, then provided dancing for USO soldiers. 
In 1942 it became an international folk dance group 
under the leadership of Allan Pelton, who then also  
became president of the Folk Dance Federation of 
California (south). It has continued since then as a 
regular provider of music, teaching and dance as a 
club affiliated with the federation ï benefiting from 
and supporting the federation ï in the same location 
at Throop Unitarian Church for the last thirty years. 
Before that, the venue was Holliston Methodist 
Church, which had a hard floor that discouraged at-

tendance. We typically have 35-45 attending, often 
including a few new to the group. I was welcomed 
into the group when I first came, and have found it 
to be my community of friendships through mutual 
enjoyment of dances and socialization. 

Cooperation with the federation has continued 
through our members' individual commitments as 
officers and in other capacities: Marshall Cates is 
currently president of the federation and vice -
president of the co-op, and maintains a voluminous 
federation archive of dance notes, music and cos-
tume books; we have many members as past and 

present officers and committee chairs of the federa-
tion ï Marshall, Marsha Fenner, Sylvia Stachura; Rick 
and Lynn Bingle, Valerie Daley, Leslie Halberg; Pat 
Cross and I participate in producing Folk Dance Sce-
ne ï the federation's monthly magazine; chairper-
sons for the biennial southern Statewide Festivals 
include Marshall (4), Valerie, Marsha, Sylvia. 

The Pasadena Folk Dance Co-op is organized with 
and by a board ï with the usual officers ï Ann Arm-
strong is president ï a federation representative and 
two members-at-large who now are charged with 
signing up volunteers as M.C.s and publicizing our 

group. There is also a position for signing up volun-
teers to provide refreshments. Our repertoire of 
dances includes about 300 regularly programmed 
plus another 100 that can be requested. All these 
dances are listed on our website, many with links to 
videos as reminders. Selection of dances became 
gradually computerized starting with a Commodore 
64 ï which displayed 4 dances for consideration, and 
now evolved to an 18-week cycle of programs gener-

ated and printed for the direction of the M.C.s ï who 

have spaces to fill with requests from the attendees.  

The plan of our Friday evenings begins at 7:45 
with teaching ï first simpler dances, then intermedi-
ate ï then a break for refreshments and announce-
ments ï followed by the rest of the program, includ-
ing repeats of dances taught in the current and pre-
vious months, which continues until 11 p.m.  

Because some of our members want extra help 
with set dances, we now include set dance reviews 
on the second Fridays of the month beginning early 
at 7 p.m. There is a suggestion box for authored 
general suggestions and for ideas our members may 
want to propose for a 15 -minute session of And 

Now for Something Completely Different . Sev-
eral presentations have been on costumes and cus-
toms in European folk dance by our resident expert 
Betchen Barber, African drumming, Phillipino stick 
dance, Samoan, Maypole, cup song and Chinese 
dragon dances, ASL signing with singing Silent Night. 

Unagape Ondo with actual water in the patio  
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On fifth Fridays there is a break from the four re-
peats of the teaching of the month ï we enjoy a 
party with an all request program, and live music.  

Membership in the Co-op pays for insurance 

through the federation, and is sweetened by reduced 
admission ï lately from $6 to $5. Rick Bingle takes 
care of memberships ï which have ranged from 36 
to 79 over several recent years. He is also the feder-
ation treasurer. 

The Pasadena Co-op hosts a New Year's Eve party 
(at Throop), and a Winter Festival in January (24 th 
this year at the Scottish Rite) as a regular federation -
sponsored event. Look on our website, and in this 
issue of Folk Dance Scene for more information 

Starting with a birthday sing -along led in 1991 or 
so by Bruce Bailey, we have had live music at the co-
op on occasion ï particularly for fifth Fridays, New 
Year's Eve and the Winter Festival. The band has a 
repertoire by now of over a hundred dances. We call 
ourselves Fifth Friday ï have a drummer, bass guitar, 
guitar, violin, accordion, clarinet, recorder ï and 
some of us are singers. We get together weekly 
when preparing for gigs, enjoy each other's compa-
ny, and look forward to playing for dancers.  

Refreshments are sometimes spectacular, as we 
are favored by especially talented providers.  

We reach out through Folk Dance Scene ï the 
Calendar, On the Scene and ads; two Meet-up sites 
established and maintained by Jan Rayman; our 
website PasadenaFolkDanceCoop.org which Jan Ray-
man created and maintains; and monthly emails 
Marc Rayman sends to anybody who signs up for 
them. 

Artwork for fliers, t -shirts and shopping bags have 
been created by Bob O'Connor, Jan Rayman, Mar-
shall Cates, Marc Rayman, and Ellen Stern. 

Nonprofit status was established by Pat Cross. She 
found that the filing for 501c3 can be easier with a 
single form now. 

Don Krotser 

Food art by Mihaela DunnahooFood art by Mihaela DunnahooFood art by Mihaela Dunnahoo   

Some things completely different 

Artwork  

By 

Ellen 

Stern 


