
KR I VOTO
(The Crooked Dance)

Source :  S to iche Karanf i ' l ov ,  dancer  w i th  the  Macedon ian  Nat iona l  Fo lk  Ensemble  TANEC
born and raised in the voden area in southern l , racedonia

Recording: ! 'Dances of  Southern Macedonia" (custom cassette)

This dance from the Voden area in southern Macedonia (now pant of  Greece) is about
150 years  o ]d .  I t_was comrnon ly  done a t  wedd ings  and fes t i va l  days ,  bu t  i s  no t  seen
much at  present.  The dance was or ig inal ly done by men on1y, but-more recent ly women
have begun to dance in a separate I  ine.

The dance is  composed o f  two par ts ,  s ' low ( in  4 /4  rhy thm)  fo l lowed by  fas f  (Z /a ) .  The
f o r m a t i o n  i s  a s  f o l ' l o w s :  a n  o p e n  c i r c ' l e  o f  m e n  i n  L i t h e r  b e l t  h o l d  o r  w i t h ' h a n d s
io ined a t  s ides ,  fo l lowed by  an  open c i rc ' le  o f  women w i th  hands  jo ined a t  s ' ides .
T h e  t w o  c j r c l e s  m a y  b e  l i n k e d  b y  a  k e r c h i e f  h e l d  w i t h  o n e  e n d  i n  t h e  l a s t  m a n ' s  L
h a n d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n ' s  R  h a n d .

The foo twork  o f  the  s low par t  i s  f la t - foo ted  and somewhat  heavy ,  bu t  the  upper  body
is  he ld  vgry  e rec t  and the  movements  a re  very  s ta te ly .  In  the  fas t  par t  the  foo twork
i s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  u p  o n  t h e  b a l l s  o f  t h e  f e e t  a n d  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  a r e  m o r e  l i v e l y .

Sl  ow Part

F j g u r e  I

Meas 1 Fac ing  cc | . l  {L0D) ,  s tep  fo rward  on  R foo t  (1 )  bend R knee s r igh t ly  (&)
s t ra ' igh ten  R knee br ing ing  L  foo t  up  beh ind  R k ; ree  (2 ) .  Repeat  ac t . ion  o f
c o u n t s  I , & , 2  w i t h  o p p o s  j t e  f o o t w o r k  ( 3 , & , 4 ) .

Repeat  ac t ion  o f  measure  I  th ree  more  t imes"

T u r n j n g  t o  f a c e  c e n t e r ,  s t e p  o n  R  f o o t  t o  R  ( 1 )  b e n d  R  k n e e  s l ' i g h t l y  ( & )
s t r a i g h t e n  R  k n e e  b r i n g i n g  L  f o o t  u p  b e h i n d  R  k n e e  ( Z )  h o l d  ( 3 , 4 ) .

Meas 2-4

Meas 5

M e a s  6

Meas 7

Meas 8

F i g u r e  I I

M e a s  1

Meas 2  Repeat  ac t ion  o f  measure  1  revers ing  foo twork .

M e a s  3 - 4  R e p e a t  a c t j o n  o f  m e a s u r e s  1 - 2 .

S t e p . b a c k  o n  L  f o o t ,  b e n d i n g  k n e e  a n d  s w i n g i n g  R ' l e g  a r o u n d  t o
q r g  ( i )  s t r a i g h t e n  L  k n e e  b r i n g i n g  R  f o o t  u p  b e h i n d - L  k n e e  ( Z )
( 3 )  s t r a i g h t e n  L  k n e e  ( 4 )

R  i n  a  w ' i d e
bend  L  knee

Bend
body

f o o t  s t a t i o n a r y ,  t u r n

Repeat  ac t ion  o f  measure  7 .

F a c i n g  c c l . l  ( L O D ) ,  s t e p  f o r w a r d  o n  R  f o o t  ( 1 )  b e n d  R  k n e e  s r i g h t l y  ( g )
s t r a i g h t e n  R  k n e e  b r i n g i n g  L  f o o t  u p  b e h i n d  R  k n e e  ( z )  h o r d  ( 3 , 4 ) .

L  k n e e  ( 1 )  s t r a ' i g h t e n  L  k n e e  ( 2 )  k e e p i n g  L
a b o u t  3 0 "  t o  L  ( 3 )  t u r n  b a c k  t o  c e n t e r  ( 4 )



F i q u r e  I I  ( c o n t i n t u e d )

Meas 5 Step foward on R foot bending knee and br inging L foot  forward toward
ca l f  (1 )  s tep  back .on  L  foo t  bend ing  knee a id  Sr ing ing  R foo t  Uac [ - in
f ron t_o f  L  sh in  (2 )  s tep  fonr ra rd  on  R foo t  bend ing-kn6e and bn ing ing  L
foo t  fo rward  toward  R ca l f  (3 )  s t ra igh ten  R knee Sr ing ing  L  foo t  up
beh ind  R knee (4 )

KRIV0T0 (cont inued)

Meas 6

Meas 7-8

F j g u r e  I I I

M e a s  1 - 4

Meas 5

ivlea s 6

B a s i c

Meas 1

Meas 2

Meas 3

Meas 4

ivleas 5

Repeat act ion of  measure 5 reversing footwork.

Repeat  ac t ion  o f  measures  5-6

R e p e a t  a c t i o n  o f  m e a s u r e s  1 - 4 ,  F i g u r e  i I .

Men:  Turn  to  face  center  and s tep  to  R on  R foo t  (1 )  knee l  on  L  knee
p l a c i n g  k n e e  b e s i d e  R  f o o t  ( 2 )  k n e e l  o n  R  k n e e  a  l i t t l e  t o  R . s o
both  knees-are  on  the  ground bu t  we igh t  i s  now on R knee (3 )
s tep  on  L  foo t  bes ' ide  R knee,  r i  s ing  to  s tand ing  pos i t ' i on  (4 )

Women:  Turn ing  tg  face  center ,  s tep  to  R on  R foo t  ( i )  s tep  on  L  foo t
b e h i n d  R  ( 2 )  s t e p  t o  R  o n  R  f o o t  ( 3 )  t u r n i n g  b a c k  ' i n t o  r . i n e  o f
d i rec t jon ,  s tep  fo rward  on  L  foo t  (4 )

R e p e a t  a c t i o n  o f  m e a s u r e  5 .

Fas t  Par t

F a c i n g  c c w  ( L O D ) ,  l e a p  f o r w a r d  o n t o  R  f o o t  ( i )  h o p  o n  R  f o o t  r a . i s . i n g  L
1 e g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  b e n t  k n e e  ( ? )

L e a p  f o r w a r d  o n  L  f o o t  ( 1 )  h o p  o n  L  f o o t  r a i s i n g  R  1 e g  f o r w a r d  w j t h .
b e n t  k n e e  ( 2 )

T u r n ' i n g  t o  f a c e  c e n t e r , . l e a p  t o  R  o n  R  f o o t  ( 1 )  h o p  o n  R  r a i s . i n g  L  1 e e
forward  w j th  knee bent  (Z)

H o p  o n  R  f o o t  s w i n g i n g  L  f o o t  a r o u n d  b e h i n d  R  k n e e ' i n  a  w j d e  a r c  ( 1 )
j u m p  i n  p l a c e  o n  b o t h  f e e t  a b o u t  s h o u l d e r  w i d t h  a p a r t  ( Z )

T u r n j n g  t o  f a c e  L 0 D , 1 e a p  o n t o  L  f o o t  i n  p l a c e  r a i s i n g  R  f o o t  f o r w a r d
w ' i t h  b e n t  k n e e  ( 1 )  h o p  o n  L  f o o t  ( Z )

V a r i a n t :  S a m e  a s  B a s ' i c  b u t  o n  c o u n t  1  o f  m e a s u r e  5 ,  j u m p  i n  p l a c e  o n  b o t h  f e e t
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n  l e a p  o n t o  L  o n  c o u n t  2 .
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