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This  ta ran te l la ,  one o f  many f rom \apo l i ,  has  been t raced back  to  about . l900  as  danced by  I ta l ian  immi -
grants in New York City. I t  was learned from them by \4ary Ann and \-, l ichael Herman, who lrave taught the
dance to  many fo lk  dancers .  I t  was  in t roduced to  Ca l i fo rn ia  fo lk  dancers  by  Mi l l ie  von  Konsky  a t  the"Camel l ia  

Fes t iva l "  a t  Sacramento ,  March  1959,  and,  Ia te r  in  the  summer  *as  presented  by  Mary  Ann
Herman a t  the  Santa  Barbara  Conference.

TARANTETTA I{APOTI
N O T E :  F O R  E A S Y  R E A D I N G  o P E N
S T A P L E S ,  R E M O V E  D E S C R I P T I O N
C L O S E  S T A P L E S .

( I ta ly)

Record:  Etna I288A "Tarante l la  d i  Peppina"
Harmonia 20758, Columbia 14345F, [Iarmonia 205I
NOTE: ANY good Tarantella may be used, although the first record l isted is preferrec.

cpls  fac ing ccw in c i rc le,  w ro L of  r \4 ,  ins ide arms crossed behind pt rs  back.  w has R
arm around \4 waist ,  \4  has L arm around W waist .  Free hand holds tambour ine.

Step-hop*,  Pas de Basque*,  Step-c lose*,  Walk* ,  Run*
step-k ick;  Progressing cCW, step R,  quick ly  extending L f t  fwd (ct  I ) ,  s tep L extend-
ing R fwd (ct  2) .

The dance shou ld  be  done in  a  very  gay  and f l i r ta t ious  manner ,  a lways  look ing  a t  and
f l i r t ing  w i th  p t r .  A t  no  t ime in  the  dance shou ld  there  be  any  s t i f fness  o f  body .
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TARANTELLA NAPOLI

Dance  Desc r i p t i on . . . . . .Oc tobe r ,  1959

After  INTRODIICTION delete f i rs t  heading:

(1. STEP - HOP AND RUN) and the four measures of dance
descr ipt ion that  fo l low th is  headine.

In F igure 1I l .  PARTNERS CHANGE, Measures B_4."  gradual ly  ra ise arms overhead , ' .

Beg inn inS

Step-hopt
leg, ft ab
, . i  ' .  i^ l rn ot . .$

?,rms_9-wrfu .

\o 3-4

I .  S T E P . H O P  A N D  R U N
Beginn ing  R and bend ing  fwd ( low)  f rom wa is t ,  s tep-hop d iag  fwd R (c ts  l ,  2 ) .

S tep-hop L  d iag  fwd L .  On the  s tep-hops ,  f ree  leg  (knee bent )  i s  swung beh ind  o ther
leg ,  f t  about  ca l f  h igh .  Free  arms swing  f i rs t  to  R,  then L ,  w i th  d i rec t io 'n  o f  s tep-hop.

Run d iag  fwd R L  R (c ts  l ,  2 ,  l )  hop R,  sw ing ing  R f t  fwd (c t  2 ) .  Shak ing  tambour ine ,
arms swing  w i th  the  movement  o f  the  body .

Beg inn ing  L ,  repeat  ac t ion  o f  meas 1-4 ,  runn ing  d iag  fwd L .  Free  arms swing  twd L .

Repeat  ac t ion  o f  meas l -8 .

l l .  PAS de  BASQUE,  TURN AND BUMP

Gradual ly  s t ra ightening body and ra is ing arms overhead,  c lapping own hands or  s t r ik ing
tambour ine,  face pt r  wi th w back to c t r .  and "pas de Basque" to own R and L.

With 4 steps R L R L, turn 3/4 to own R, finishing with R hips twd ptr. W face LOD,
M. RLOD.



5-6 Move swd rwd prr, step R (ct 1), close L to R (ct 2), step R (ct 1), bump R hips (ct 2).

(Look at ptr over R shoulder and strike tambourine away from ptr on bumP)'

7-B With 4 steps L R L R turnS/4 to own L to face ptr again'

I-B Beginning L, repeat action of Fig II, meas l-B reversing direction and footwork. Finish

(repeated) seParated, W on inside.

I I I .  PARTNERS CHANGE

I-2 Ptrs facing. Clap own hands and step fwd R (ct 1), hop on R three times, changing

places with ptr, passing R shoulders, R hand extended fwd, I- leg extended bwd, L arm

t ra i l i ng  ( c t  2 ,  l ,  2 ) .

3 - 4 I n e x c h a n g e d p l a c e s , s h a k i n g t a m b o u r i n e , # 6 $ t - l 1 r . " M t u r n R ( C W )
in place with 4 steps L R L R, to face ptr.

5-B Beginning L,  repeat  act ion of  F ig.  I I I ,  meas 1-4,  passing L shoulders and turn ing L.

Bxtend L arm fwd, R arm and leg bwd.

I -B Repeat  act ion of  F ig.  I I I .
(repeated)

IV .  FL IRTATION

1-g M: Beginning R,  M dance B modi{ ied step-hops turn ing R (CW) in p lace-  The M is

lookinf  at  h is  pt r ,  snapping h is  f ingers,  f l i r t ing and teasing her .  [ Ie  mrrst  not  f l ick her

skirts or laY hands on her.

NOTE: ' Ihe: tep-hnp is  very modi f ied.  I t  is  danced more l ike a step l i f t ,  for  only  the

heels leave the floor.

W: Move swd L (CW) once around the M, s tepping R behind L,  s tepping L to s ide.

She is  s t r ik ing her  tambour ine overhead,  in  back,  out  to  s ide,  or  just  shaking i t ,  whi le

fl irt ine with M.

Fin ish Figure,  moving in  c lose to pt r ,  both fac ing LOD, ins ide arms around each other

as in Fis I, W on lVl L.

V .  S T E P - K I C K

l-B Cpls fac ing CCW, Ieaning shoulders bwd,  f ree hand ra ised overhead,  shaking tambou-

r ine,  both beginning R,  dance 16 step-k icks moving fwd'

V I .  F L I R T A T I O N

1-8 Repeat  act ion of  F ig IV,  except  f in ish fac ing pt r ,  W back to c t r '

V I I .  TURN WITH PARTNER AND SOLO TURN

I-4 Facing ptr, clap own hands and both beginning R, run twd ptr, placing R arm around

ptrs waist, L raised overhead. Turn partly with ptr, then remove arm and twirl to R,

f in ish ing in  Ptrs  Pos.

5-8 Repeat  act ion of  F ig VI I ,  meas l -4,  beginning L and turn ing L.  F in ish in  or ig inal

pos ,  W on  i ns ide  o f  c i r c l e .

NOTE:
Repeat  dance to end of  record selected,  perhaps ending wi th F ig I I  or  I I I '  Do not

rearrange the dance.
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