
Published by the Folkdance Federation of California, South 

Volume 51, No. 2 March 2015 



Folk Dance Scene 2  

 

Folk Dance Scene Committee 

Coordinator Jay Michtom editor@FolkDanceScene.org (818) 368-1957 

Calendar Gerri Alexander calendar@FolkDanceScene.org (818) 363-3761 

On the Scene Jill Michtom ots@FolkDanceScene.org (818) 368-1957 

Club Directory Steve Himel directory@FolkDanceScene.org (949) 646-7082 

Dancers Speak Sandy Helperin ds@FolkDanceScene.org (310) 391-7382 

Federation Corner Beverly Barr fedcorner@FolkDanceScene.org (310) 202-6166 

Proofreading Editor H. Barbara Cutler proof@FolkDanceScene.org (818) 782-6715 

Design and Layout Editors Pat Cross, Don Krotser design@FolkDanceScene.org (323) 255-3809 

Business Managers Gerda Ben-Zeev business@FolkDanceScene.org (310) 399-2321 

 Nancy Bott  (310) 475-6112 

Circulation Sandy Helperin circulation@FolkDanceScene.org (310) 391-7382 

Subscriptions Gerda Ben-Zeev subscriptions@FolkDanceScene.org (310) 399 2321 

Advertising Steve Himel ads@FolkDanceScene.org (949) 646-7082 

Printing Coordinator Irwin Barr  (310) 202-6166 

Marketing Bob, Gerri Alexander marketing@FolkDanceScene.org (818) 363-3761 

Contributing Editor Richard Duree richard.duree@sbcglobal.net (714) 318-7152 

Contributing Editor Marge Gajicki folkmotif@aol.com (562) 439-7380 

Jill and Jay Michtom 
10824 Crebs Ave. 
Northridge, CA 91326 

Gerda Ben-Zeev 
19 Village Park Way 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

Steve Himel 
11520 297th Dr NE 
Granite Falls, WA 98252 

Sandy Helperin 
4362 Coolidge Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA90066 

Folk Dance Scene 
Copyright 2015 by the Folk Dance Federation of California, South, Inc., of which this is the official publication. All rights reserved. Folk 
Dance Scene is published ten times per year on a monthly basis except for combined issues in June/July and December/January. First 
class postage is paid in Los Angeles, CA, ISSN 0430-8751. 

Folk Dance Scene is published to educate its readers concerning the folk dance, music, costumes, lore and culture of the peoples of 
the world. It is designed to inform them of the opportunities to experience folk dance and culture in Southern California and else-
where. 

SUBMISSIONS: Information to be included in the Scene should reach the editor by the 10th of the month preceding publication. We 
reserve the right to edit all submissions for space considerations. Electronic submission (including all photos) is required. Views ex-
pressed in Scene are solely the opinions of the authors. Neither Scene nor the Federation assumes responsibility for the accuracy of 
the information sent in. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Subscription orders and renewals should be addressed to Gerda Ben-Zeev. The subscription rate is $18 per year, 
USA , $20 for Canada or Mexico, $25 for other foreign countries, $10 for pdf via email. Change of address or circulation problems 
should be addressed to Gerda Ben-Zeev; see table above. 

ADVERTISING: Ads must be consistent with the purposes of the magazine, accompanied by full payment, and either camera-ready on 
bright white paper or 300 dpi electronic format (TIF, JPG, or PDF). Ads that are not camera-ready will be returned, or an additional fee 
will be charged to make the ad camera-ready. 

 Size (width x length) Federation Club Others To: ads@FolkDanceScene.org 

1/4 page (3” x 3 1/2”) $10 $15 Folk Dance Scene Ads 

1/2 page (6” x 3 1/2” or 3” x 7”) $15 $25 11520 297th Dr NE 

Full page (6” x 7 1/2”) $25 $40 Granite Falls, WA 98252 

On the cover: Westwood Spring Festival - April 6, 2014 



 3 March 2015 

 

Spring seems to be here with the greening of the 
hills.  

We hope you will enjoy a look at Westwood Co-op, 
our feature article. Their spring festival graces the 
cover. Go to Calendar and On the Scene to check 
your other events. Don’t miss our advertisers, also. 

We celebrate the lives of a dancer and a musician 
on this page and later; report on AMAN; Marge and 
Mady have things to say in Dancers Speak; Camille 
and Carl grace Poetry Corner. 

Enjoy the season!  

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Louise Bilman 
This mainstay of folkdance parted from us in Janu-

ary. She was 91 years old. 

When our sails filled in the 1960s she was here. 
She was one of three who founded the Intersection 
folkdance coffee-house. She coined its name. 

She was born in Winnipeg, the center of the conti-
nent as she liked to point out, whose motto she fit, 
like folk dancing, Unum cum virtute multorum (Latin, 
“One with the strength of many”). 

 Her family was Welsh. She was an internationalist. 
Her interests were largely Greek. She taught dance 
for the first University of California, Los Angeles 
course in Greek music, and the first formal course of 
dance instruction at a Southern California Greek Or-
thodox church. 

When the Intersection closed after twenty years 
she became, although she would never admit it, the 
queen bee of a Greek-dance club, Kypseli (Greek, 
“the beehive”), still going on, so far only devastated 
but not destroyed by her loss, another sign of 
strength. 

She was for decades a judge in the annual folk 
dance festival, three thousand dancers, relatives, 
chaperones, priests, musicians, judges, staff, of the 
San Francisco Metropolis of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America (metropolitanate of Alaska, 
Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon, Wash-
ington; an Orthodox Archbishop is senior to a Metro-
politan), to whom “F.D.F.” are letters of magic 
though not the same. 

She often travelled to Greece, even towards the 
end of her life, staying for a month on Kalymnos, 
and learning dances to bring back with her. 

Nancy Milligan, President of Cal. Tech Folkdancers, 
remembers discovering Greek dance at last in 1985, 
“not as soon as I should have. There was Louise, 
gently prodding me to learn more, to explore. 
Greece was once a large empire, with influence far 
wider than its political borders today. I learned island 
dances, her specialty, and Pontian. Crete is Greek. 
Epirus is Greek. Half of Macedonia and Thrace are 
Greek. She was like a second mother to me.” 
Folkdance, if anything does, flows over borders. 

At the last birthday party Louise lived to see I 
wrote and gave her this acrostic in the 5-7-5-syllable 
form made great — not meaning me — in Japan. 

Continues on page 13... 
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Westwood Co-op 
WESTWOOD CO-OPERATIVE FOLK DANCERS 

In 1945 Westwood Co-op was one of the original 
five clubs joining together to form the Folk Dance 
Federation South. Bill Campbell, a member since 
1948, recalls that our club was inclusive, welcoming 
all ages – college students to octogenarians. Thus 
Westwood grew and prospered in its home at 
Emerson Junior High School (now Emerson Middle 
School). This was an ideal location because adjoining 
the large room of the gymnasium; we had a smaller 
room devoted to the instruction of beginners. On 
some summer evenings, when the weather was 
unbearably hot, dancing took place on the 
playground with the lighting coming from above. 

Well, our “honeymoon” came to a close when a 
new principal arrived to take over at Emerson. One 
of her first actions was to banish Westwood 
unequivocally. As a result, we moved to our new 
home at Felicia Mahood Center in November, 2001, 
continuing to dance regularly on Thursday evenings 
from 7:30 to 10:00. One of our special features is 
the “Early Program” from 7:30 to 8:00, which 
includes warm-up circle dances. During the balance 
of the evening we usually have the teaching of two 
new dances in addition to our regular dance 
program. 

Westwood Co-op’s annual festivals have been 
unique, providing free admission to all dancers and 
audience members. Camaraderie amongst us is 
engendered when we plan and execute decorations, 
when we plan our interesting and varied programs 
and when, together, we perform all other incidental 
and necessary activities. After more than forty years 
at the Culver City Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, 

our festival has moved and is currently at Brockton 
Elementary School, 1308 Armacost Ave., W. L. A. 
Please join us at our upcoming festival on April 12 
from 1:30 to 5:30.  

Remember: No admission charge. 

Laurette Carlson 

 

WESTWOOD C0-OP FOLK DANCERS 

Westwood Co-op Folk Dancers started long before 
I was involved in folk dancing. After I had been folk 
dancing a while, I began to hear about Westwood 
Co-op and how much fun it was. I thought that since 
I did not know their dances I would not enjoy the 
evening. But a few of my friends were members of 
Westwood and they worked hard to get me to join 
them me.I was fortunate to have a friend to go 
dancing with. Both of us had husbands who did not 
dance and were willing to take care of the children. 

The first time my friend and I went to Westwood 
at Emerson Junior High School on a Thursday night 
in Oct, 1969, to dance, I was greeted at the door 
with excitement, and immediately asked to dance by 
one of the male dancers. I danced almost every 
dance until they closed the doors to go home. I had 
a wonderful time. 

I danced regularly on Thursday nights. In January, 
1970, I became a member of the Co-op and I 
attended my first council meeting. This was their 
dance meeting, where the dances learned at camp 
that year were demonstrated. Dani Dassa was one 
of the teachers that taught at the San Diego Camp 
that summer and no one could remember how to do 
his dances. 

My first folk dance teacher was Dani, and I knew 
all of his dances as I was in his class for 2 years. 
When they asked if anyone could show a little bit of 
his dances, I just sat there, very shy, and quiet. The 
person sitting next to me said “You must know 
Dani’s dances.” Dave Slater was the teaching 
chairman and he looked at me and said “Can you 
just show us some of the dances so we can vote on 
them?” The Co-op’s way of choosing the dances to 
be taught was to have a meeting devoted to 
showing the dances that members suggested and 
vote on what they wanted taught. I knew the dances 
well because we had been doing them for quite a 
while, so I was very comfortable with it and showed 
two dances, and they both were voted in. I was 
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asked to teach both dances, and I taught them in the 
next few months. 

It was not long after joining Westwood that I 
became Vice President. And sometime later I became 
President and Teaching Chairperson. 

Irwin and I attended all Westwood Co-op’s 
activities, went to Westwood’s Camp Hess Kramer 
Weekends. I was also given a scholarship to go to 
the San Diego Camp. Irwin came to camp with me. 
He was not very interested in dancing, but he liked 
the people. Everyone was so friendly and interesting 
and fun to be with. He became a member and was 
the treasurer and held many other chairs. We were 
honored with a Lifetime Membership in the club.  

We are still active. I am Teaching Chairperson and 
Westwood’s Festival Chairperson, and Irwin is still 
the music coordinator and Equipment Chairperson 
and whatever is necessary to keep the Westwood Co
-op Folk Dancers alive.  

Beverly Barr 

WESTWOOD CO-OP’S CAMP HESS KRAMER 

The first time I attended Westwood’s Camp Hess 
Kramer weekend was in 1989, when I was a new 
dancer. The weekend camp featured dance 
workshops in the daytime and dance parties in the 
evening. There were other activities –morning 
stretch, a walk in Santa Monica Mountains, led by a 
park ranger, skits put on by the dancers, and crafts, 

and sing-a-longs. Some highlights of past camps 
include talks on stem cells by Gerda Ben-Zeev, a 
wine making demonstration by Jay Michtom, Jackson 
Pollack tee shirt painting, and many wonderful 
travelogues of trips taken by campers. 

By 1992, I was the new chairman of the weekend 
event. I can’t believe this is my 23rd year as chair! 

We haven’t changed a great deal. Most significantly, 
we have a greater variety of activities to fill in the 
days and keep everyone happy. There will be a book 

recommendation session this year, where 
participants briefly talk about one book they read 
during the past year that they really loved; early 
morning bird walk with our birders, Lee Freehling 
and Paul Cooley; croquet on the lawn, led by Paul 
Cooley; a jewelry making workshop by Annette 
Brodsky,; a poetry writing workshop led by Camille 
Dull; charades and jokes with Larry Davis; and an 
especially wonderful treat this year, Marc Rayman 
will present a fascinating look at JPL’s Dawn Mission 
(anyone who has heard Marc talk about his project 
will tell you that those in attendance are in for a 
treat). And of course, there will be the dance 
teachings in the morning and afternoon, with a 
variety of teachers, including Beverly Barr, Gerda Ben
-Zeev, Valerie Daley and others as yet to be planned, 
dance parties in the evening, and dancing available 
all the time for anyone not interested in taking part 
in the planned activities. There are always games, 
cards (poker games led by our expert, Stan Stern), 
and puzzles, walks to the beach or on the trails, and 
more, and of course, just kicking back and enjoying 
the company of friends. Food at camp is legendary 
and plentiful. 

In recent years, we have been reaching out to 
dancers from other groups and are delighted to have 
them join us. There will be dances taught to 
challenge you if you are a seasoned dancer and 
easier dances taught for newcomers. There is a flyer 
in this issue of Scene and if you have any questions, 
please get in touch with me at (310) 391-7382. 

Sandy Helperin  

Note:Westwood Co-op will be dark on Thursday 
March 19. 

Sandy and Carolyn Luzon show T-shirt art 

Jan Chesme leads a writing workshop 
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Calendar 
Note: Federation events are in bold. 

CALL TO CONFIRM ALL EVENTS 

MARCH 

1 Scandinavian Folk Dancing, first Sundays 
of month, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church, 21 E. Constance 
Ave., Santa Barbara, CA. Info: Ilse Gilbert 
(805) 403-8811 

13 Zhena Folk Chorus at ArtNight Pasadena, 
Pasadena Conservatory of Music, 100 N. Hill 
Ave., Pasadena, CA 91106. Info: 
www.artnightpasadena.org 

14 Café Aman – Live Music with Miamon Miller’s 
Garlic Band, Saturday, 7:30-10:30 p.m. at LA 
DanceFit Studio, 10936 Santa Monica Blvd., 
West Los Angeles, CA. Info: 
madelyntaylor@hotmail.com – 
ianpricebey@hotmail.com 

14 Trinity Irish Dance, Santa Clarita Performing 
Arts Center at College of Canyons, 26455 
Rockwell Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91355. 
Info: (661) 362-5304 

19 St. Patrick’s Day Party with Narodni Int’l 
Folkdancers, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. with 
traditional special entertainment by 
students from the Merideth Lyons 
Academy (Irish Dance) at Women’s Club 
of Bellflower, 9402 Oak St., Bellflower, CA. 
Info: Julith Neff (562) 404-4383 (home), 
(562) 881-9504 (cell) or www.narodni.org 

20-22 Westwood Co-op’s Camp Hess Kramer 
Weekend. Malibu. See page 5 and ad. Info: 
Sandy (310) 391-8372, 
sandysmail1@verizon.net. 

28 BalkanFest 2015, Saturday, Noon to 11:30 p.m., 
at Pomona College, Claremont – Pendleton 
Dance Center, 210 East 2nd St., Claremont, CA 
91711. Dance Workshops with Tony Petroulias 
(Greek); Tanya Kostova (Bulgarian); Music: 
Rakia and Veselba. Info: 
madelyntaylor@hotmail.com, 
ianpricebey@hotmail.com 

 

APRIL 

4 Ethnic Express presents Andre Montsion’s 
Folk Dance Workshop, Saturday,2:00-5:30 
p.m., at  Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
800 So. Brush St., Las Vegas, NV, $5.00. 
Info: Dick Killian (702) 732-4871. 

12 Westwood Co-op’s Annual Spring Festival. 
Sunday 1:30-5:30 p.m. at Brockton 
Elementary School, 1309 Armacost Ave., 

West Los Angeles. Free. Info: Beverly Barr 
(310) 202-6166, (310) 478-4659 or 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

15-19 Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, at The 
Music Center -Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, 135 N. 
Grand Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90012. 
Performances: 4/15-18 – 7:30 p.m. & 4/18-19 – 
2:00 p.m. 

18, 19 Scandanavian Festival, (Saturday) at 
California Lutheran University, 60 W. Olsen 
Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360. Info: 
www.scalscanfest.org 

24 Flamenco Abierto New World Flamenco Festival, 
Friday 6:30 p.m. & 8:45 p.m. at Irvine Barclay 
Theatre, 4242 Campus Drive, Irvine, CA 92697. 
Info: www.FolkWorks@FolkWorks.org 

 

MAY 

7 Gustavo Bulgach Klezmer & Yiddish Tango at 
Grand Annex, 434 W. 6th St., San Pedro 90731. 
Info: (310) 833-6362 

9 May Faire Ball, San Diego. Info: Annie Lasky 
(310) 895-1571 or www.caldancecoop.org 

17 Topanga Banjo & Fiddle Contest, Sunday 9:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. at Paramount Ranch, 2903 
Cornell Rd., Agoura Hills, CA 91301. Info: (818) 
382-4819 

23 Scottish Fest, Saturday at Orange County Fair & 
Event Center, 88 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 
92626. Info: www.scottishfest.com 

29-31 Statewide Festival. At the Balboa Park 
Club Ballroom, 2144 Pan American Road 
West, San Diego. Afterparties at Folk 
Dance Center (FDC) 4569 30th St. Friday 
7:00 dance party, Kafana, afterparty. 
Saturday: workshops with Yves and 
France Moreau, Richard Powers, See ad. 
Info: info@StatewideFolkdance.com, or 
call (858) 722-0489. 

30-31 Claremont Folk Festival, Saturday at Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanical Garden, 1500 N. College 
Ave., Claremont, CA 91711. Info: 
www.FolkWorks@FolkWorks.org 

 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

3/6, 7 Camellia Int’l FD Festival.  At Central 
Methodist Church, 5254 H St. Sacramento. 
Friday: evening party, 7:00 – 11:00. Saturday: 
workshops with Bruce Hamilton (English 
country) and Steve Kotansky (Balkan) 1:00 – 
5:00, evening party 7:00 – 11:00. Info: (916) 
923-1555, dancesong20@att.net 
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3/28 Camellia Int’l FD Concert. Performance at 
Sacramento City College, 3835 Freeport Blvd. 
Info: Barbara Malakoff, (916) 296-8636, 
barbikoff@mac.com 

6/13-20 Scandia Camp Mendicino dances and music 
from Norway and Sweden. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. See ad. Info: 
www.ScandiCampMendicino.org 

6/27-7/4 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 
Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). At 
Mendocino Woodlands. Info: eefc.org 

7/4- 11 Mendocino Folklore Camp. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. Yves and France Moreau, Bruce 
Hamilton. Info: mendocinofolklorecamp.com 

7/19-26, 7/26-8/2  Stockton FD Camp. Two identical 
weeks; at University of the Pacific. Info: 
folkdancecamp.org 

 

OUT OF STATE 

MAINE 

8/16-22 - 8/23-29 Mainewoods Dance Camp, 
Freiburg. Two completely different teaching 
staffs. Info: mainewoodsdancecamp.org 

MISSOURI 4/29-5/7 “Branson Plus” 9-day trip with 
Beverly and Irwin Barr. Info: Beverly or Irwin 
(310) 202-6166; cell: (310) 994-0304 or 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

8/8-15 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 
Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). 
Iroquois Springs. Info: eefc.org 

 

FOREIGN 

CHINA 

3/20-31 Folk Tour China, led by Lee Otterholt. Info: 
(201) 836-0362, jimgold@jimgold.com 

GREECE 

9/6-19 – Fun in Greece. Info: Andre Montsion –     
an-h2m@hotmail.com 

ITALY 

5/10-23 Folk Tour Italy. Ecotour; led by Dan Botkin. 
Info: (201) 836-0362, jimgold@jimgold.com 

NORWAY 

6/13-23 Folk Tour Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. 
Led by Lee Otterholt. Info: (201) 836-0362, 
jimgold@jimgold.com 
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On the Scene 
PASADENA COOP 

Christine Watanabe will teach introductory dances 
for our new participants. See our website for details. 
Our intermediate teaching will be the Polish couple 
dance Ges Woda, taught by Marshall Cates. On 
March 6 & 27, instead of our usual location, we will 
be at Altadena Community Church, 943 E. Altadena 
Dr. 

“And Now for Something Completely Different” on 
March 27 will be Betchen Barber presenting 
information (and examples of) egg decorating 
traditions at Easter. Check the Dances/This Month 
page of our website, PasadenaFolkDanceCoop.org, 
for the complete program for each evening. 

Jan Rayman 
 
DANCING DURING THE DAYTIME 

Beverly Barr teaches 3 weekly daytime classes. 
Mondays 1:30-3:00 p.m. in Sherman Oaks at the 

Sherman Oaks Senior Center, 5056 Van Nuys Blvd- 
$5.00. 

Tuesdays 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the beautiful 
new Roxbury Recreation Center in Roxbury Park, 
Beverly Hills, 417 Roxbury Drive, Beverly Hills, 
between Pico & Olympic. Beverly Hills residents 
$1:00 – Non-residents $2:00. 

Wednesdays 12:30-2:00 p.m. in Culver City at the 
Culver City Senior Center, North West Corner of 
Overland Ave. & Culver Blvd.-$4.00. 

Daytime classes are one and a half hours of 
international folk dancing and individual line dancing. 
Enjoy making new friends and dancing without a 
partner. 

Contact Beverly Barr for information; (310) 202- 
6166 or (310) 478-4659 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

 

ENJOY 9 DAYS IN BRANSON WITH BEVERLY & 
IRWIN BARR 

Our first stop is in Little Rock, Arkansas on April 29, 
2015 with a visit to the fabulous Clinton Museum and 
Library. Then on to Branson, Missouri for 7 days of 
non-stop shows, entertainment and attractions. It 
includes the annual World-Fest at Silver Dollar City, a 
Branson Belle Showboat with dinner and a show on 
the lake, Living Titanic Museum (the largest in the 
world), the very interesting Butterfly Palace, a day 
trip to the quaint city, Eureka Springs, Arkansas with 
a tour of the unusual College of the Ozarks (no 
tuition, all students work) in Branson. On May 7th, we 

head off to Springfield, Missouri for our flight home, 
with attractions along the way. See flyer in this issue 
of Scene. For information call Beverly or Irwin (310) 
202-6166 or (310) 478-4659 or e-mail to: 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

 
NARODNI INTERNATIONAL FOLKDANCERS  

March 5th & 12th Laguna Festival Dances 

March 19th St Patrick’s Day Party with traditional 
special entertainment by students from the Merideth 
Lyons Academy (Irish Dance). If you missed the 
great show they put on last year, you have another 
chance to catch it.  
March 26th to be determined 

Our regular meeting night is Thursday at the 
Bellflower Woman’s Club from 7:30 to 10:30. If you 
want to get on the mailing list to receive our weekly 
email announcements, you can sign up at 
narodni@callicomp.info 

For more information contact Julith Neff at (562) 
404-4383 (home) or (562) 881-9504 (cell). You can 
also visit our website at www.narodni.org for basic 
information. 
 

VESELO MARCH CALENDAR 
March 7 Reviews of Laguna Festival dances. 

March 14 Reviews of Laguna Festival dances. 

March 21 Dance to the live music of Interfolk. 
Lu Perry 

 

BALKANFEST'15 
March 28th: BalkanFest'15: 12 noon -11:30 p.m. at 

Pomona College, Claremont - Pendleton Dance 
Center, 210 East 2nd Street, Claremont, CA 91711. 
Dance Classes: 1 - 4:30 p.m. - Tanya Kostova, 
Bulgarian Dance; Tony Petroulias, Greek Dance; 
Discussion with Tanya and Tony: 7-8:15 p.m.; Party 
8:30-11:30 p.m. - Music with Rakia and Veselba. 
Info: (818) 753-0740, ianpricebey@hotmail.com or 
madelyntaylor@hotmail.com 

 

WEST L. A. FOLK DANCE 
The group meets with Beverly Barr, and dances 

every Monday at Brockton School, 1309 Armacost 
Ave. in West L. A. between Santa Monica & Wilshire 
Blvds. from 7:45 - 10:15 p.m. This is a friendly group 
of intermediate dancers. Everyone is invited to join 
us.   
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John Bilezikjian 
JOHN BILEZIKJIAN, Master of the Oud (plus violin 
and other instruments) passed away on January 19. 
He was a classical, as well as folk, musician, and was 
very active in Southern California. Folk Dance Scene 
featured him in our September 2001 issue, and here 
is a reprint of that article: 

When you go to John’s website, you are greeted by 
his smiling photograph, and an amazing quote: “John 
may be the most prominent oudist of his generation, 
if not in the nation.” Teacher, composer, artist and 
musician for over 40 years, his musical range includes 
Arabic, Armenian, Turkish, and Greek, western 

classical and popular music for all seasons. John’s 
personal story gives insight into how he got his 
musical start in life: 

“I was born in Los Angeles, California. Before 
beginning to walk, according to my parents, I showed 
a keen interest and ability in music. My parents are 
Armenian and were born in Turkey. My parents came 
from an area now referred to as Historical Armenia, 
as it is now present day Turkey. I heard Armenian 
and Turkish spoken in the home. I was the first born 
and learned to speak and read both languages. I 
have a very talented brother Edward who is a 
clarinetist. My sister, Alice Ann plays the guitar. My 
father played the violin and my mother sang in the 
home. They were not professional musicians, 
however music was played and/or listened to daily, 
and every week my mother and Grandmother Nectar 
would host Sunday afternoon dinners for my 
immediate family, which numbered around 70 people. 
At these dinner celebrations, music would be played 
with my grandfather, Haig Bilezikjian playing the oud. 
My father played the violin and my mother would 
sing. Other members of my family were musical as 
well, and would play violins, dumbegs (drums) and 
sing in Armenian and Turkish. Spontaneously 
members of my family would get up and dance 
together, either Chifte Telli (improvisational) style or 
in circle dances. 

 I started on the violin at the age of 5 and soon was 
playing classical music of Bach, Beethoven, Paganini 
and others. I learned to write music almost as fast as 
I learned to play the violin. This enabled me to write 
the folk melodies of my people, plus the Greek and 

Turkish “Oyun Havasi's” which were dance numbers, 

that our people danced to as well. I learned the folk 
melodies and lyrics of my people through our large 
family gatherings and by listening to and writing 
down on music paper the melodies of my people from 
the thousand 78-rpm recordings which my 
Grandfather Haig owned. I began the oud at the age 
of 10, and was basically self-taught until I met a close 
friend of my grandfather, Baron Sarkis Avakian of 
Pasadena, who was then in his 80's. He became my 
mentor, and taught me the Makam system of the 
Middle-East. (The Makam system is the organization 
of groups of notes we in America call scales, however 

they are not just scales but more like clusters of 
notes, each cluster having its own identifying motif.)” 

John began touring and performing with major 
orchestras around the world before he had graduated 
college in 1970, with degrees in violin, oud, and 
composition. John started performing at Zorba’s, a 
Canoga-Park folkdance cafe, in 1964, and at Athen 
Karas’ Intersection in 1966. In 1968 he brought his 
oud and music portfolio to Paramount Studios, and 
after playing for the music director, Leath Stevens, 
was immediately signed on. He has composed and 
played for such popular films as Schindler’s List, 
Anastasia, and Dune. 

Having played with the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
and for belly 
dancers in local 
nightclubs, with 
Placido 
Domingo and 
(the late) Ofra 
Haza, and for 
folk dancers in 
local cafes, John 
was a friend to ethnic dancers, and a Scene 

subscriber and contributor! His wife Helen is an 
accomplished folk dancer, costume designer, 
percussionist, and singer. They had their own 
company and band, and trained many students who 
now are performers in their own right. You can 
purchase his CD’s, instruments, tapes, (even T-
shirts!) from his website, www.dantzrecords.com. 
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Look, in the village, 

Only dancing for its love 

Understandingly. 

She and her husband Jozef, whose mother came 
from Haskovo, caught my reference to the journey 
some of us who think ourselves expert have gone 
from how folks dance.  Internationally, perhaps, my 
third line was Shakespearean — again not claiming 
greatness.  He was fond of jests like “My feet are 
sore, it hurts my understanding.” I was the last to 
speak at her funeral. I talked of how wide her life had 
spanned and how much she had done. At my seat I 
wrote and then gave Jozef this acrostic in the even 
older 5-7-5-7-7-syllable form. 

Do we need bodies 

Exercising love, kindness 

Even beyond time? 

Daring instead we reach out 

Sallying with vital gifts. 

She was tasteful and spirited. May her memory be a 
blessing. Good-bye. 

John Hertz 

Recent Events 
NEWS FROM AMAN 

We had a wonderful time hosting the recent 
AMAN100 party where a good time was had by all 
who came. We missed those of you who couldn't 
make it and hope to see you next time around 
(Spring 2017 maybe). The reunion was a success 
financially and we ended up with a little bit left over 
in the coffers that will be used as buffer for next time 
and upcoming projects etc. The amansociety.com 
web site has been updated and the pictures of the 
reunion (that had previously been viewable only on 
FB) are now posted there for your perusing pleasure 
(thanks everyone who shared their pics with us!) ... 
enjoy! http://www.amansociety.com/aman-100-
event-schedule.html 

I'd personally like to thank everyone on the com-
mittee for their hard work on AMAN100, with a spe-
cial shout out to Barbara Gordon, Tony Biedul, Billy 
Burke, Patti Ledner, Bev Mann, Chris Yeseta, Ronda 
Berkeley, Laurie Allen and Samira Tamer. To the 
AMAN alumni and extended family for their support 

and participation. To our volunteer workshop teach-
ers; Carol Schneider, David Shochat, Dick Oakes, 
Robyn Friend and Neil Siegel, Trudy Israel and Susie 
North. Plus a very special feeling of gratitude goes 
out to Lorretta Kelley and John Zeretzke (band liai-
sons) and all the wonderful musicians that answered 
my call and filled the hall that night with their incred-
ible music. It was truly a wonderful event (again!) 
thanks to each and every one of you! 

What's next? Well.. the AMAN Alumni Society will 
be meeting up in the next few months to discuss just 
that. 

Susie Burke AMAN Alumni Society Events Chair 

Continued from page 3... 
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Dancers Speak 
MARGE @ LARGE 

So we missed the annual Macedonian New Year’s 
Party at St. Mary’s in Whittier. The alternate choice 
was to go to Phoenix to hear my favorite Macedonian 
accordionist – Chris Bajmakovich -- and that we did! 
It had been one full year since last I’d heard him 
play and sing. It was definitely worth the time and 
effort to travel to Phoenix. After tracking down some 
porcupine quills at a local American Indian craft 
supply place, we headed to St. Michael Archangel 
Macedonian Church where Chris played to my heart’s 
content. The local Macedonians enjoyed him but 
probably only half as much as I did. On Sunday, we 
had to bid him a reluctant farewell at Sky Harbor 
Airport as he returned to Chicago where inclement 
weather awaited him. 

On another note, Ron Wixman, noted folk dance 
teacher, costume collector, and travel guide, visited 
Veselo Selo in late January. The last time I saw Ron 
was at the Museum of International Folk Art in Santa 
Fe for the opening of the exhibit on Macedonian 
Embroidered Dress on October 1, 2011. Ron Wixman 
and Bernie Ziobro were the driving force for this 
excellent exhibit. Both are collectors of Macedonian 

costumes and decided to donate parts of their 
collections to complement MOIFA’s Macedonian 
costumes. Ron donated 125 pieces and Bernie 
donated 148 pieces. There were also several other 
persons who donated pieces for the exhibit. All these 
donations augmented the Macedonian costume 
pieces already in MOIFA’s permanent collection. Of 
course I had seen both Ron and Bernie in November 
2010 during the time the exhibit was being 
organized. For two weeks Vlatko Janevski, an 
ethnographer from Skopje, Macedonia, was at 
MOIFA as expert consultant for the exhibit. During 
that time, I had volunteered as interpreter for the 
days when neither Ron nor Bernie was there. It was 
great to see Ron again and as I told him at Veselo -- 
“We’ll always have Santa Fe.” 

Sad note: In the February 2015 issue of Folk Dance 
Scene I mentioned oudist John Bilezijkian. He passed 
away in January. He was an outstanding musician 
and human being. May God bless and keep his soul. 

Marge Gajicki 

JUST A THOUGHT OR TWO: 

All of us have been so lucky to be part of the 
vibrant multi-faceted U.S. Folk Dance Movement, 
specifically the Balkan/Greek connection. 

We have honored our teachers by passing on the 
material they gathered and shared with us through 
the years. Remembering those who have passed 
away: Dick Crum, Ruby Vuceta, Dennis Boxell, Gordy 
Engler, Lucille Crnowski, Athan Karras, Rudy Dannes, 
Pece Atanasovski and Nestor Georgevski. Now Louise 
Bilman is gone, so soon after Diki Shields. 

Meanwhile each of you are still making things 
happen on the west coast, the east coast, and 
throughout this country and beyond. Now it is time 
to tackle the situation of passing the torch to the 
young. 

Some have “millennials” and "new generation” 
students in their classes - those teaching in the 
ethnic communities/churches and synagogues have 
the audience built-in. Same with those teaching in 
the school systems - public and private - universities, 
high schools and some grammar schools. It is up to 
all of us to find a way to keep this movement alive 
and well. 

Mady (Madelyn) Taylor 

Marge, Ron Wixman and Melissa Holtz 
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Poetry Corner 
DANCE WITH ME 

Dance with me through my bewildered, new-born innocence; 

Dance with me as I gather courage and stretch out my arms!  

“Oh my! I can strettccchhh oout my aarrmmms!!! “ 

 

Dance with me through my childish fears, my discoveries, my impish pranks;  

Dance with me through my emerging young beauty and soft rounded curves; 

Dance with me through my Big Words, my Posturing, my Foolish Pride 

On top of the mountain, shouting: “I will be young forever!” 

 

Dance with me through my quiet dismay (arms aflutter once again) 

As I begin slipping down the other side... change feels like loss now. 

Dance with me as innate wisdom resurrects humble fragments  

And weaves these sturdy strands into a unique new tapestry. 

 

Dance with me through a strange new innocence; 

Dance with me through a new-young in being old; 

Dance with me. Until life do us part, dance with me. 

Camille Dull 

 

 

 

 

PASADENA WINTERFEST 

It was a miniature vacation, 

A day of celebration. 

In a Pasadena hall, 

 Dancers, stretching wall to wall, 

Enjoyed circumnavigation. 

Carl Pilsecker 
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