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Happy Poetry month! We celebrate with a larger 
than usual Poetry Corner. Thanks to this monthôs 
poets for their contributions.  

Rather than fool you with this issue, we offer some 
history of April Foolsô Day and the grand tricks that 
have been played.  

Thank you to Carol Wall who supplied most of the 
pictures of the Laguna Festival that you will see in 
Recent Events. 

There is a lot happening in folk dance in southern  
California. You can found out about it in the Calendar 
and On the Scene. 

Be of good cheer! 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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Federation Corner 

My name is Pauline Klak 
(Federation Secretary), 
and folk dancing is my 
favorite thing to do ever!  
As a kid growing up in 
Canada, some of my earli-
est memories were of 
watching the Serbian la-

dies and men dancing kolos at church picnics on hot 
Sunday afternoons. The music was lively and loud, 
and the singers were so thrilling the men would take 
off their hats and throw them on the ground and 
people would shout and yell eeyouyouuu! 

When I was 10, we moved to Southern California, 
and mom was excited to see a newspaper clipping 
about international folk dancing at Silverado Park in 
Long Beach. It told of dances from many cultures, 
including Serbo-Croatian. She went and loved it. 
Told us all about the excellent teachers and was so 
surprised that people wanted to learn dances from 
other countries--not just their own. Soon enough my 
sister and I began coming to watch and were invited 
to join mom at festivals. We loved sitting in the bal-
cony at the Long Beach Auditorium and watching the 
dance floor filled with beautifully costumed dancers 
below us. 

As we got older, we enjoyed events at Veselo Selo 
in Anaheim, the Intersection, Aman concerts, and 
Greek, Croatian and Serbian picnics close to home. I 
was so fortunate to grow up at a time when dancing 
groups were led by vibrant and wonderful teachers 
like Donna Tripp, Dorothy Daw, Ruby Vuceta, Pat 
Thomas, and my favorite Bora Gajicki, who invited 
us to perform in his group, Borino Kolo.  

I did a fair amount of moving around in my 20's 
and 30's, but danced in every community I ever lived
--Santa Cruz, Watsonville, Monterey, Berkeley, San 
Francisco, Honolulu. I moved back to Los Angeles in 
1990 and I met my wonderful husband, Ed, at 
Veselo Selo's Halloween party. Ed and I danced at 
Veselo, Pasadena Co-op, Narodni, South Bay 
Folkdancers, and San Pedro Kolo Dancers. We went 
to Stockton Camp, Kolo Festival, Statewide and 
camps and Balkan camps in Mendocino and Portland 
OR. We always brought our girls and both of them 
still dance, play music and sing as well. 

I am always smiling when I dance. I can't help it. I 
am just so happy to be there.  

Pauline Klak 
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APRIL  FOOLSô DAY  

ORIGINS OF APRIL FOO LSô DAY: 

It is worth noting that many different cultures have 
had days of foolishness around the start of April, 
give or take a couple of weeks. The Romans had a 
festival named Hilaria on March 25, the Hindu calen-
dar has Holi, and the Jewish calendar has Purim. 
Perhaps there's something about the time of year, 
with its turn from winter to spring, that lends itself.  

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII ordered a new calen-
dar (the Gregorian calendar) to replace the old Julian 
calendar. The new calendar called for New Year's 
Day to be celebrated January 1. That year, France 

adopted the reformed calendar and shifted New 
Year's Day to January 1. According to a popular ex-
planation, many people either refused to accept the 
new date, or did not learn about it, and continued to 
celebrate New Year's Day on April 1. Other people 
began to make fun of these traditionalists, sending 
them on "fool's errands" or trying to trick them into 
believing something false. Eventually, the practice 
spread throughout Europe. 

Problems with this explanation: There are at least 
two difficulties with this explanation. The first is that 
it doesn't fully account for the spread of April Fools' 

Day to other European countries. The Gregorian cal-
endar was not adopted by England until 1752, for 
example, but April Fools' Day was already well estab-
lished there by that point. The second is that we 
have no direct historical evidence for this explana-
tion, only conjecture, and that conjecture appears to 
have been made more recently. 

Another explanation of the origins of April Foolsô 
Day was provided by Joseph Boskin. He explained 
that the practice began during the reign of Constan-
tine, when a group of court jesters and fools told the 
Roman emperor that they could do a better job of 

running the empire. Constantine, amused, allowed a 
jester named Kugel to be king for one day. Kugel 
passed an edict calling for absurdity on that day, and 
the custom became an annual event. This explana-
tion was brought to the public's attention in an Asso-
ciated Press article printed by many newspapers in 
1983. There was only one catch: Boskin made the 
whole thing up. It took a couple of weeks for the AP 

to realize that they'd been victims of an April Foolsô 
joke themselves. 

 

HOW IT IS CELEBRATED IN VARIOUS CU L-
TURES: 

In Scotland, April Foolsô Day is devoted to spoofs 
involving the buttocks and as such is called Taily 
Day. The butts of these jokes are known as April 
'Gowk', another name for cuckoo bird. The origins of 
the "Kick Me" sign can be traced back to the Scottish 
observance. 

In England, jokes are played only in the morning. 

Fools are called 'gobs' or 'gobby' and the victim of a 
joke is called a 'noodle.' It was considered bad luck 
to play a practical joke on someone after noon; a 
person playing a joke after midday is the "April fool" 
themselves. 

In Rome, the holiday is known as Festival of Hilar-
ia, celebrating the resurrection of the god Attis, is on 
March 25 and is also referred to as "Roman Laughing 
Day."  

In Ireland, it was traditional to entrust the victim 
with an "important letter" to be given to a named 
person. That person would then ask the victim to 

take it to someone else, and so on. The letter when 
finally opened contained the words "send the fool 
further".  

In Poland it is a day full of jokes; various hoaxes 
are prepared by people, media (which sometimes 
cooperate to make the "information" more credible) 
and even public institutions. Serious activities are 
usually avoided. This conviction is so strong that the 
anti-Turkish alliance with Leopold I signed on April 1, 
1683 was backdated to March 31. 

In Norway, Sweden and Denmark, most news me-

dia outlets will publish exactly one false story on 
April 1; for newspapers this will typically be a first -
page article but not the top headline.  

In Italy, France, Belgium, and French-speaking 
areas of Switzerland and Canada, April 1 tradition is 
often known as "April fishò. This includes attempting 
to attach a paper fish to the victim's back without 
being noticed. Such fish feature prominently on 
many late 19th- to early 20th -century French April 
Fools' Day postcards. 
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In Portugal, April Fool's Day falls on the Sunday 
and Monday before lent. In this celebration, many 
people throw flour at their friends.  

The Holi Festival is celebrated on March 31 in In-

dia. People play jokes on one another and smear 
colors on one another celebrating the arrival of 
spring. 

 

SOME CLASSIC JOKES THAT HAVE BEEN MADE 
FOR THE DAY: 

Millionaire auctions off iceberg: in 1978, a busi-
nessman and adventurer named Dick Smith an-
nounced he would be towing an iceberg from Antarc-
tica to break into smaller cubes for sale. He adver-
tised that these Antarctic ice cubes would freshen 

the taste of any drink for the price of ten cents a 
cube. The media was on site in the Sydney Harbor to 
report on the barge towing the iceberg, which was 
revealed to actually be sheets covered with shaving 
cream and fire extinguishing foam.  

The Derbyshire Fairy: Lebanon Circle Magik Co. 
(which should have been the first clue) posted a pic-
ture of what looked like a small mummified fairy on 
their website in 2007, stating that a man had found 
the creature while walking his dog out in the country. 
The photo attracted thousands of visitors to the sites 
and resulted in many interested emails. But on April 

1st, the site's owner admitted the creature was an 
April Fools' hoax. However, the most interesting part 
of this story is that many continued to contact the 
website stating that they did not believe that the 
fairy was fake. 

Big Ben Goes Digital: The BBC reported in 1980 
that the famous Big Ben clock tower would be con-
verted to a digital clock in order to modernize the 
tower's look. This outraged many citizens, as the 
clock tower was a historical part of London's culture. 
BBC Japan even offered the clock hands in a contest 
to the first four callers, which actually resulted in 

some bidding. 

Loch Ness Monster Found: In 1972, a photo sur-
faced that the Flamingo Park Zoo in Yorkshire 
claimed to show of the Loch Ness Monster, discov-
ered by a team of zoologists at Loch Ness. However, 
upon further inspection, the photo appeared to be of 
a seal. The zoo's education officer eventually con-
fessed to the hoax, saying that he'd placed the seal 
in the water after shaving its whiskers.  

Swedes cover their TVs in 
tights: in 1962 , Sweden's 
only television channel 
announced that the sta-
tion could be viewed in 
color if one cut up tights 
and placed it over the 
television's screen, which 
would bend the televi-
sion's light to make it ap-
pear in color. Thousands 
of Swedes cut up stock-
ings and taped them over 

their television only to realize they were victims of a 
hoax.  

The Earth Loses Gravity: in 1976, BBC Radio re-
ported that due to rare astronomical alignment of 
Pluto behind Jupiter, the earth's gravity would de-
crease. Listeners were told to jump in the air at 9:47 
AM to take advantage of this, which would result in a 
floating feeling. Many reported that they had felt this 
floating sensation, one even stating that she and her 
friends lifted from their chairs to float around the 
room together.  

Home Grown Spaghetti Trees: one of the most 
famous April Foolôs pranks occurred in 1957, when 
BBC news program Panorama reported on Switzer-
land's spaghetti harvest. The region's mild winter and 
lack of natural spaghetti pests allowed for the fruitful 
production of home-grown spaghetti. The BBC re-
ceived many calls from people interested in growing 
their own spaghetti, who were told that they should 
place a sprig of spaghetti in tomato sauce. 
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Note: Federation events are in bold.  

CALL TO CONFIRM ALL EVENTS  

APRIL  

4 Ethnic Express presents Andre Montsionôs 
Folk Dance Workshop, Saturday,2:00 -5:30 
p.m., at Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
800 So. Brush St., Las Vegas, NV, $5.00. 
Info: Dick Killian (702) 732 -4871.  

11 Café AMAN, live music by Veselba. 7:30 at LA 
DanceFit Studio at 10936 Santa Monica Blvd, 
Los Angeles. See OTS.  

12  Westwood Co -opôs Annual Spring Festival. 
Sunday 1:30 -5:30 p.m. at Brockton 
Elementary School, 1309 Armacost Ave., 
West Los Angeles. Free. See ad. Info: 
Beverly Barr (310) 202 -6166, (310) 478 -
4659 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com  

16, 23  Sherry Cochran  teaching at Narodni. 
See OTS. 

15-19 Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, at The 
Music Center -Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, 135 N. 
Grand Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90012. 
Performances: 4/15-18 ï 7:30 p.m. & 4/18 -19 ï 
2:00 p.m.  

18, 19 Scandanavian Festival, (Saturday) at 
California Lutheran University, 60 W. Olsen 
Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360. Info: 
www.scalscanfest.org 

24 Flamenco Abierto New World Flamenco Festival, 
Friday 6:30 p.m. & 8:45 p.m. at Irvine Barclay 
Theatre, 4242 Campus Drive, Irvine, CA 92697. 
Info: www.FolkWorks@FolkWorks.org 

26 Folkworks concert. 3:00 ï 7:00 at Womanôs Club 
of Santa Monica. See OTS. Info: 
www.folkworks.org  

 

MAY 

7 Gustavo Bulgach Klezmer & Yiddish Tango at 
Grand Annex, 434 W. 6th St., San Pedro 90731. 
Info: (310) 833 -6362 

9 May Faire Ball, San Diego. Info: Annie Lasky 
(310) 895-1571 or www.caldancecoop.org 

9 Café AMAN, live music by Rakia. 7:30 at LA 
DanceFit Studio at 10936 Santa Monica Blvd, 
Los Angeles. See OTS.  

17 Topanga Banjo & Fiddle Contest, Sunday 9:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. at Paramount Ranch, 2903 
Cornell Rd., Agoura Hills, CA 91301. See OTS.  
Info: (818) 382 -4819 

23 Scottish Fest, Saturday at Orange County Fair & 
Event Center, 88 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 
92626. Info: www.scottishfest.com  

29 -31  Statewide Festival . At the Balboa Park 
Club Ballroom, 2144 Pan American Road 
West, San Diego. Afterparties at Folk 
Dance Center (FDC) 4569 30th St. Friday 
7:00 dance party, Kafana, afterparty. 
Saturday: workshops with Yves and 
France Moreau, Richard Powers, See ad. 
Info: www.StatewideFolkdance.com, or 
call (858) 722 -0489.  

30-31 Claremont Folk Festival, Saturday at Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanical Garden, 1500 N. College 
Ave., Claremont, CA 91711. Info: (909) 625 -
8767 

 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA  

6/13-20 Scandia Camp Mendicino dances and music 
from Norway and Sweden. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. See ad. Info: 
www.ScandiCampMendicino.org 

6/27-7/4 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 
Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). At 
Mendocino Woodlands. Info: eefc.org 

7/4- 11 Mendocino Folklore Camp. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. Yves and France Moreau, Bruce 
Hamilton. See OTS. Info: 
mendocinofolklorecamp.com 

7/19-26, 7/26-8/2  Stockton FD Camp. Two identical 
weeks; at University of the Pacific. See ad. Info: 
folkdancecamp.org 

 

OUT OF STATE 

MAINE  

8/16-22 - 8/23-29 Mainewoods Dance Camp, 
Freiburg. Two completely different teaching 
staffs. See ad. Info: mainewoodsdancecamp.org 

MISSOURI  

4/29-5/7 ñBranson Plusò 9-day trip with Beverly and 
Irwin Barr. See OTS and ad. Info: Beverly or 
Irwin (310) 202 -6166; cell: (310) 994 -0304 or 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

8/8-15 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 
Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). 
Iroquois Springs. Info: eefc.org  

 

CALENDAR  

Calendar continues on page 24...  
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ON  THE  SCENE  
WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW DANCES THAT 
WILL BE DONE AT THE WESTWOOD CO -OPôS 
FESTIVAL  

Beverly Barr teaches 3 weekly daytime classes and 
the Monday evening class at Brockton School and is 
concentrating in all her classes on dances that will be 
on the Westwoodôs festival program on April 12th. 

Monday: 1:30-3:00 p.m. in Sherman Oaks at the 
Sherman Oaks Senior Center, 5056 Van Nuys Blvd- 
$5.00, Intermediate  

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Beverly Hills at 
Roxbury Park Recreation Center, 471 So. Roxbury Dr. 
- $2.00, Intermediate  

Wednesday: 12:30-2:00 p.m. in Culver City at the 
Culver City Senior Center, North West Corner of 
Overland Ave. & Culver Blvd.- $4.00, a class with 
more teaching, good for newer folk dancers.  

All daytime classes are approximately one and a 
half hours of international folk dance and individual 
line dancing. 

Monday Evenings: 8:00-10:15 p.m. At Brockton 
Ave. School 1309 Armacost Ave. (1½blocks north of 
Santa Monica Blvd., Between Westgate & Bundy Dr., 
in West Los Angeles with a great wood floor. This is 
a fun and friendly class at an intermediate level. 
Everyone is invited to join us. You will enjoy it and 
learn new dances and old favorites. 

Dancing has many benefits: beautiful music from 
many countries, good exercise, brain training and 
meeting new friends. Enjoy dancing with or without a 
partner. 

Contact Beverly Barr for information; (310) 202 - 
6166 or (310) 478-4659 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

 

MENDOCINO FOLKLORE CAMP   

We are very proud of our teaching staff this 
summer at Mendocino Folklore Camp 2015: Yves 
Moreau ï Bulgarian/Balkan, Bruce Hamilton ï English 
& Scottish Country, France Bourque-Moreau - French
-Canadian.  

You can view our Winter/Spring 2015 Newsletter 
with our full line up and lots of fun pictures from last 
yearôs camp at http://
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com/
uploads/1/3/1/9/13196341/
mfc_2015winterspringnewsletterf.pdf  

Come spend the week with us at Folklore Camp 
and learn from incredible teachers in an intimate, 

nurturing setting. Material from the Balkans, French -
Canada & the British Isles, America, Russia, Afro-
Cuban and more. Plus join in the celebration as we 
explore these diverse cultures through their customs, 
traditions, food and drink at our happy -hour parties, 
evening dances and late night Kafana. 

Also available while at camp is the opportunity to 
explore the natural redwood forest setting of The 
Mendocino Woodlands Park and Mendocino coastline 
with scheduled hikes, tide pooling, bird watching, 
and excursions to the swimming hole with the 
Woodlands naturalists.  

All in all, there's plenty to look forward to this 
summer at Folklore Camp. Join us! 

-The MFC Staff and Crew 

 

MORE SUMMER CAMPS OPEN FOR 
REGISTRATION  

Scandia Camp, Mendocino Woodlands. June 13-20. 
www.ScandiaCampMendocino.org 

Balkan Music & Dance Workshop, Mendocino 
Woodlands: June 27ï July 4, 2015, Iroquois Springs: 
August 8 ï 15, 2015. (510) 547 -1118, 
office@eefc.org 

Stockton Folk Dance Camp - July 19-26, July 26 ï 
August 2. www.folkdancecamp.org 

Mainewoods Dance Camp - August 16-22, August 23- 
29. Mainewoodsdancecamp.org 

 

55th ANNUALTOPANGA BANJO -FIDDLE 
CONTEST & FOLK FESTIVAL  

Once upon a time, and continuing to this day, 
there was this absolutely amazing group of folks who 
brought you the Topanga Banjo-Fiddle Contest and 
Folk Festival. A day of music contests, performances, 
jam sessions, singing, dancing, food. 

Sunday, May 17, 2015, 9 a.m. ï 6 p.m., Paramount 
Ranch, 2903 Cornell Road, Agoura Hills. 
www.topangabanjofiddle.org, Hotline: (818) 382 -
4819 

 

ENJOY BRANSON ï APRIL 29 - MAY 7, 2015  

Beverly & Irwin Barr will again lead a group on an 
enjoyable trip to Branson for 9 days. We know 
Branson, having taken groups there many times, and 
know how to make this trip a real vacation of pure 
enjoyment and entertainment. Those who have been 
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to Branson with us before have been requesting this 
trip again and again. Those who have not been to 
Branson are curious and want to come join us. 

This trip is at the time of year that the 
International World -Fest is at Silver Dollar City, 
where usually 12 to 20 countries are represented, 
including amazing entertainers (dancers, musicians, 
singers, acrobats, and much more). You will witness 
incredible talent, plus artifacts, clothing, jewelry, etc.  

There are many new attractions and shows in 
Branson since our last trip. We did our research on 
all the new attractions and we are very pleased with 
what we saw. Most of the attractions and shows that 
have been so enjoyable are still there. This time we 
will include a tour of Little Rock and a visit to the 
Clinton Museum and Library and more of the Clinton 
legacy, and see more of the Ozarks, as well as some 
interesting attractions nearby. Our Branson trip is 
better and more enjoyable than the average Branson 
trip.  

We welcome your calls to get updated information. 
Our price is all inclusive:  

8 nights of lodging, all shows, attractions, 
sightseeing, full time motor coach, all breakfasts and 
most dinners.  We have air prices available or do 
your own, or use your own miles. See the full page 
ad in this issue of Folk Dance Scene 

Call or e-mail Beverly & Irwin for more information: 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com, (310) 202-6166 or (310) 
478-4659.  

Beverly & Irwin Barr  

 

NARODNI INTERNATIONAL FOLKDANCERS  

April 2nd  Ted Martin reviews Joc Batrineasc 

April 9th   Spring Fling Party ï wear your 
ñEaster Bonnetò or a spectacular hat of your 
choosing  

April 16th & 23rd  Guest teacher Sherry Cochran 

April 30th  In honor of May Day tomorrow, we 
will feature a Maypole Dance led by Pauline & Ed 
Klak 

Our regular meeting night is Thursday at the 
Bellflower Womanôs Club from 7:30 to 10:30. If you 
want to get on the mailing list to receive our weekly 
email announcements, you can sign up at 
narodni@callicomp.info 

For more information contact Julith Neff at (562) 
404-4383 (home) or (562) 881 -9504 (cell). You can 
also visit our website at www.narodni.org for basic 
information.  

 

PASADENA FOLK DANCE CO-OP 

On April 3 for our And Now for Something 
Completely Different, our Fifth Friday Band will 
have a surprise for us. Check the Dances/This Month 
page of our website, PasadenaFolkDanceCoop.org, 
for the complete program for each evening.  

Jan Rayman 

 

FOLKWORKS EVENTS  

Annual Folkworks Benefit Concert with Donna 
Lynn 'Banjo Gal' Caskey, Tom and Patrick Sauber, 
Joe Fontenot and his band, and m.c. Tracy 
Newman...and more coming: Sunday afternoon, April 
26th, 3-7:00 p.m. at the Woman's Club of Santa 
Monica. Tickets available at http://
folkworks2015benefitconcert.brownpapertickets.com/ 

The Littlest Birds : Cello and banjo duet with a 
unique sound blending elements of bluegrass, folk, 
and old time ...house concert in Sherman 
Oaks...Friday April 10th, 8:00pm Contact: Leda 
Shapiro, leda@FolkWorks.org or (818) 785-3839 

 

VESELO SELO 

April 4 Passover/Easter party. All request 

April 11 Dark (Unitarian Church event) 

April 18 Shana Winokur will be teaching a Bulgarian 
dance 

April 25 Shana will review the Bulgarian dance 

Info: veseloselo1@yahoo.com  

Louise Perry 

 

CAFE AMAN! 

Café Aman is located at LA DanceFit Studio (our 
new location!) at 10936 Santa Monica Blvd, Los 
Angeles (1 block East of Veteran Ave. on the south 
side of the Blvd.) where folk dancing to live and 
recorded music takes place. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m., dance class is from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. If 
we have live music the band usually starts at 8:45 
p.m. If there is no live music then general dancing to 
recorded music starts at 8:30 p.m. We go on until 
11:30 p.m. or a bit later. Contacts are: Madelyn 
Taylor: madelyntaylor@hotmail.com ,Ian Price: 
ianpricebey@hotmail.com. 

April 11 - 'Veselba' - Music from Bulgaria and 
Macedonia 

May 9  - Ty Rust's 'Rakia' (Balkan Brass Band Music) 

Ian Price 



Folk Dance Scene 10  

 


