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Statewide is our feature this issue: on the cover, on 
page 4, and 4 pages at the centerfold including 
application form. Hope to see you there! 

Also see Calendar and On The Scene, where you 
will find announcements of other events and trips 
hereabouts and elsewhere… 

Dancers Speak, Poetry Corner and Recent Events 
round out our offerings. 

Our thanks to Wen-Li Chiang for the pictures of the 
recent Westwood Spring Festival. 

 

Be of good cheer! 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 

Folk 
Dance  
Scene 

Volume 51, No. 4 
May 2015 

Editors’ Corner 

Table of Contents 

Federation Corner ......................................... 3 
Dancing in the Park ....................................... 4 
Calendar ...................................................... 6 
On the Scene ................................................ 8 
Dancers Speak .............................................. 16 
Poetry Corner ............................................... 18 
Recent Events............................................... 20 
Club Directory ............................................... 22 

Federation South Officers 

President Marshall Cates (626) 792-9118 

Vice-President Kathy Molga (949) 573-1585 

Treasurer Rick Bingle (626) 914-4006 

Secretary Pauline Klak (310) 832-1074 

Membership Steve Himel (949) 646-7082 

Historian Wen-Li Chiang (626) 500-5035 

Publicity Leslie Halberg (661) 296-0481 

For information about dancing in the area, contact the 
Federation at (310) 478-6600 or Federation website: 
SoCalFolkdance.org 

Federation Corner 

LEE OTTERHOLT RECEIVES THE NATIONAL 
DANCE AWARD AT THE SAN ANTONIO FOLK 
FESTIVAL 

Note from Lee 

If you were at the 
Laguna Folk Dance 
Festival this year you 
heard me tell an 
embarrassing story 
about this award, 
given out each year 
at the San Antonio 
Folk Dance Festival. 
Well, I got it a little 
wrong then. The one 
who received the 
award that year was 
not Dick Crum. (He 
was there at the 
festival that year, but 
he had already won 
the award earlier.) 

The one who was given the award that year was 
Mihai David. (Who, in another coincidence, 
happened to be in San Antonio again this year.) 

Well, in an amazing coincidence, just 4 weeks after 
telling this embarrassing story at the Laguna Festival 
about NOT winning this award in 2004 ... I actually 
did receive the award this year!  

Lee Otterholt 

 

Info about Lee: 

Lee’s first experience of dance was when his 
mother put down her ironing when she heard a waltz 
on the radio and said to her then 7 year old son 
“Come on, Lee. I’ll teach you the box step!” 

Being raised in a Norwegian-American family he 
saw some Norwegian dancing as a child and while 
attending the University of Chicago did some Greek 
dancing, but did not really discover international folk 
dancing until he started dancing regularly in the Sala 
de Puerto Rico at MIT where he was doing graduate 
work. He was quickly picked up by the Mandala 
performing group and learned a lot of dances 
between midnight and 3 a.m. at raucous post-
performance parties in tiny towns all over New 
England. 

Continued on page 18 
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DANCING IN THE PARK 

STATEWIDE 2015 

The Statewide Festival this year is all about 
celebrations. This will be the 70th Statewide Festival 
since its inception in 1946, and it will be held at San 
Diego’s Balboa Park which is marking its Centennial! 
We have not one, not two, but three celebrated 
teachers: Yves Moreau will teach Bulgarian dances, 
Richard Powers and his partner, Angela Amarillas, will 
teach vintage dances, and France Bourque-Moreau 
will have a special workshop for school teachers 
which we are all welcome to attend. 

Because of Balboa Park’s Centennial, the Balboa 
Park Club has had its floors completely refurbished 
and it is gorgeous and shiny and nice to dance on. 
The Balboa Park Club was the New Mexico Building 
during the 1915 Panama-California International 
Exposition, and built in the Pueblo-Revival style. The 
Santa Fe room where the Installation Luncheon and 
Past Presidents’ reception will be held on Saturday is 
in the Santa Fe style - an Indian-Spanish-Mexican 
style, with half-timbered ceiling and an ornate 
balcony in the front. The foyer or “Interior Court” is a 
roofed-over inner patio - a request by the California 
Department of Education. It functioned as assembly 
and transit room, which has in the center a fountain 
called “The Four Cornerstones of American 
Democracy”. The ballroom where we will dance has 
gone through many changes since it was built. During 

the World War I, it was used as officer’s barracks, 
and during World War II, it was converted from a 
mess hall to a barroom for officers, and was called 
the Camp Kidd Officers’ Club, where officers and their 
guests could dance, eat, drink, and be merry. We 
now just call it Balboa Park Club. 

Back to Statewide… this year, because we have 
Chef Alex Molina, you never have to leave the park 
the entire day. Simply select your choices (for lunch 
and dinner on Saturday and lunch on Sunday) on the 
pre-registration form and you will enjoy lunch and 
dinner in the beautiful park where you can walk 
around and read plaques placed for the Centennial 
and learn about all the buildings! We urge you to 
select your meal choices in advance or you may have 
to leave your parking spot to go out in search of 
lunch or dinner! Because our festival starts early, you 
should not have trouble finding parking in the lots, 
but later in the day, the parking may fill up! You still 
have a few days before the deadline for pre-
registration! You can just order t-shirts and meals if 
you cannot decide whether to save some money and 
pre-register for the festival! 

Always check the website for new information!  
http://www.statewidefolkdance.com 

Georgina Sham 
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Note: Federation events are in bold. 

CALL TO CONFIRM ALL EVENTS 

MAY 

1 May Day celebration  with Maypole Dance, 
Friday,  at Pasadena Folk Dance Co-Op, 
Throop Memorial Church,  300 South Los 
Robles, Pasadena.  Info: Jan Rayman, 
(818) 790-8523 or 
PasadenaFolkDancersCoop.org 

4 Cinco de Mayo Party  with West Los 
Angeles Folk Dancers, Monday 7:45 p.m. 
at Brockton School, 1309 Armacost Ave., 
West Los Angeles, CA. Info: Beverly (310) 
202-6166, cell: (310) 994-0304 or 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

7 Cinco de Mayo Theme with Narodni Int’l. 
Folkdancers, Thursday 7:30-10:30 p.m. at 
Women’s Club of Bellflower, 9402 Oak St., 
Bellflower CA Info: Julith (562) 404-4383 
(home), (562) 881-9504 (cell) or 
www.narodni.org 

7 Gustavo Bulgach Klezmer & Yiddish Tango at 
Grand Annex, 434 W. 6th St., San Pedro 90731. 
Info: (310) 833-6362 

9 May Faire Ball, San Diego. Info: Annie Lasky 
(310) 895-1571 or www.caldancecoop.org 

9 Café AMAN, live music by Rakia. 7:30 at LA 
DanceFit Studio at 10936 Santa Monica Blvd, 
Los Angeles. 

10 Culver City English Country Dance, Sunday 4:00-
7:00 p.m., Caller: James Hutson, Music by: 
Rhythm Method, at Lindberg Stone House, 
Lindberg Park, 5041 Rhoda Way, Culver City, CA 
90230. Info: Annie Laskey (310) 895-1571 or 
www.caldancecoop.org 

15-17 Greek Festival, Fri. 3:00-10:00 p.m., Sat. & 
Sun 12:00-10:00 p.m. at St. John the Baptist, 
405 N. Dale St., Anaheim, CA 92801. Info: (714) 
827-0181. 

17 Topanga Banjo & Fiddle Contest, Sunday 9:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. at Paramount Ranch, 2903 
Cornell Rd., Agoura Hills, CA 91301. Info: (818) 
382-4819 

23 Scottish Fest, Saturday at Orange County Fair & 
Event Center, 88 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 
92626. Info: www.scottishfest.com 

23-25 Greek Festival, Sat., Sun. Mon. 1:00-9:00 p.m. 
at St. Nicholas, 9501 Balboa Blvd., Northridge, 
CA 91325. Info: (818) 886-4040. 

25 Memorial Day Party  with West Los 
Angeles Folk Dancers, Monday 7:45 p.m. 
at Brockton School, 1309 Armacost Ave., 
West Los Angeles. Info: Beverly (310) 202
-6166, cell: (310) 994-0304 or 
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com  

29-31 Statewide Festival. At the Balboa Park 
Club Ballroom, 2144 Pan American Road 
West, San Diego. Afterparties at Folk 
Dance Center (FDC) 4569 30th St. Friday 
7:00 dance party, Kafana, afterparty. 
Saturday: workshops with Yves and 
France Moreau, Richard Powers, See ad. 
Info: www.StatewideFolkdance.com, or 
call (858) 722-0489 

30 Claremont Folk Music Festival, Saturday, at 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden, 1500 N. 
College Ave., Claremont, CA 91711. Info: (909) 
921-7115, http://folkmusiccenter.com/folk-
festival or www.AyurvedicHealing.info    

 

JUNE 

5-7  Greek Festival, Fri. 5:00-10:00 p.m., Sat. 11:00 
a.m.-10:00 p.m., Sun. 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. at 
St. Spyridon, 3653 Park Blvd., San Diego, CA 
92103. Info: (619) 297-4165. 

6 Admiral Nelson Ball, (English Country Dance), 
Saturday, Fullerton, CA. Info: Annie Laskey 
(310) 895-1571 or www.caldancecoop.org  

6-7 Greek Festival, Sat. & Sun. 11:00 a.m.-10:00 
p.m. at St. George, 10830 Downey Ave. 
Downey, CA 90241. Info: (562) 862-6461. 

13-14 Greek Festival, Sat. & Sun. 12:00-9:00 p.m. at 
St. Prophet Elias, 1035 Inland Center Drive, San 
Bernardino, CA 92402. Info: (909) 885-6213. 

14 Cerritos Festival  with Cerritos Folk 
Dancers, Sunday 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. at 
Cerritos Senior Center, 12340 South 
Street, Cerritos, CA 90703. $5 (or $4 if 
paid by 6/7/15) Info: Sue Chen (562) 338
-2298 

20 The Big Irish Fair & Music Festival,  Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. at El Dorado Regional 
Park III, 7550 E. Wardlow Drive, Long Beach, 
CA 90815. 

20 Croatian Festival 66th Annual festival presented by 
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. Saturday, noon to 
midnight. Music, performances, dancing, food. 
See ad. At Parish Center 712 N. Grand Ave., L.A.  

 

CALENDAR 
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26-28 Greek Festival, Fri. 5:00-9:00 p.m., Sat. & 
Sun. 10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. at St. Demetrios, 
3100 E. Ponderosa Dr., Camarillo, CA 93011. 
Info: (805) 482-1273. 

26-28 Greek Festival, Fri. 5:00-10:00 p.m., Sat. 
12:00-10:00 p.m., Sun. 12:00-9:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul, 4949 Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92714. 
Info: (949) 733-2366. 

27 San Diego Scottish Highland Games & Gathering 
of the Clans, Brengle Terrace Park, 1200 Vale 
Terrace Dr., Vista, CA 92084. 

 
OCTOBER  
23-25 Camp Hess Kramer Workshop 

Weekend – save the dates!  
 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
6/13-20 Scandia Camp Mendocino dances and music 

from Norway and Sweden. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. Info: 
www.ScandiCampMendicino.org 

6/27-7/4 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 
Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). At 
Mendocino Woodlands. Info: eefc.org 

7/4- 11 Mendocino Folklore Camp. At Mendocino 
Woodlands. Yves and France Moreau, Bruce 
Hamilton. See ad. Info: 
mendocinofolklorecamp.com 

7/19-26, 7/26-8/2  Stockton FD Camp. Two identical 
weeks; at University of the Pacific. Info: 
folkdancecamp.org 

 
OUT OF STATE 
MAINE 
8/16-22 - 8/23-29 Mainewoods Dance Camp, 

Fryeburg. Two completely different teaching 
staffs. See ad. Info: mainewoodsdancecamp.org 

NEW MEXICO 
7/30-8/2  32nd Annual New Mexico Global Dance 

Camp at New Mexico Tech Campus, Socorro, 
NM featuring teachers Ahmet Luleci and Steve & 
Susy Kotansky. Info: Southwest International 
Folk Dance Institute, www.swifdi.org 

NEW YORK 
8/8-15 Balkan Music and Dance Camp, hosted by 

Eastern European Folklife Center (EEFC). 
Iroquois Springs. Info: eefc.org 

WASHINGTON 
8/2-9 Ti Ti Tabor Hungarian Folk Camp, Raft 

Island, WA. Dance classes (two levels), music, 
singing/choir & a children’s program. Reduced 
prices until May 1st. Scholarships available. Info/
registration: www.tititabor.org or (425) 670-
2396. 

FOREIGN 
ARMENIA 
5/13-25  Dance Tour to Armenia. Led by Paylak 

Sarkisian and Liudvig Poghosian. Info: http://
www.tinekevangeel.nl 

7/17-8/2 Armenia & Georgia: Highlands Culture 
Tour. More info & registration: 
www.georgianchant.org/tours/ 

9/16–28  Dance Tour to Armenia. This tour will be 
executed in cooperation with the Folk Art Centre 
in Boston and will be open to all nationalities. 
Registration via Tineke van Geel. Info: http://
www.tinekevangeel.nl 

BULGARIA 
7/31-8/6  Bulgarian Folk Music & Dance Seminar in 

Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Registration & info: 
www.folkseminarplovdiv.net  

8/1-14  Koprivshtitsa & Bulgarian Cultura Tour with 
Nina Kavardjikova. Info: rickspeer.com/
NinaKavardjikovaTour  

8/3–16  Folk Tour Bulgaria: Koprivshtitsa Folk 
Festival. Led by Jim Gold. Info: 
jimgold@jimgold.com , (201) 836-0362.  

CANADA 
9/9–19  Folk Tour French Canada. Led by Richard 

Schmidt. Info: jimgold@jimgold.com , (201) 836
-0362. See ad. 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
7/19-26  Prague Summer Folk Dance Week, Prague, 

Czech Republic. Czech & Moravian folk dances. 
Details & registration form at www.dvorana.cz  

FRANCE 
9/29-10/11 Dance on the Water tour. Paris, the 

Seine and Normandy. Info: 
www.folkdanceonthewater.org, (510) 549-0337. 

GEORGIA 
7/1-11 Colchis & Svaneti: Discover Georgia Tour.  

More information & registration: 
www.georgianchant.org/tours/  

7/17-8/2 See Armenia & Georgia Tour above. 
 GREECE 
9/6-19   Fun in Greece. Info: Andre Montsion, an-

h2m@hotmail.com 
ITALY 
5/10-23  Folk Tour Italy. Ecotour; led by Dan Botkin. 

Info: (201) 836-0362, jimgold@jimgold.com  
POLAND 

6/14–27 Folk Tour Poland. Led by Richard Schmidt. 
Info: jimgold@jimgold.com (201) 836-0362. 

NORWAY 

6/13-23  Folk Tour Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. 
Led by Lee Otterholt. Info: (201) 836-0362, 
jimgold@jimgold.com  
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BEVERLY BARR’S FOLK DANCE CLASSES 

All daytime classes and Monday evenings at 
Brockton Ave. School will be meeting in May, 
teaching and reviewing new and old dances that will 
be on upcoming festival programs. 

Memorial Day Party, on Monday, May 25 at 
Brockton Ave. School. 7:45, 1309 Armacost, West 
Los Angeles. (1½ blocks north of Santa Monica 
Blvd., between Barrington and Bundy). 

For information call Beverly: (310)202-6166, or cell 
phone (310) 994-0304 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com 

 

CROATIAN FESTIVAL 

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church will present its 66th 
annual Croatian Festival on Saturday June 20. 
Starting at noon there will be live music, 
entertainment with tamburica orchestra and choir, 
dancing, kid’s games, food, bocce, and a raffle; 
continuing throughout the day and ending at 
midnight, at the Parish Center, 712 N. Grand Ave. L. 
A. Free admission. See ad. 

 

PASADENA CO-OP 

In May, Ann Armstrong will do introductory 
teaching and Valerie Daley will do intermediate 
teaching. On May 1 we will celebrate May Day with a 
Maypole dance. Check the Dances/This Month page 
of our website, PasadenaFolkDanceCoop.org, for 
details and for the complete program for each 
evening. 

Jan Rayman 

 

CERRITOS FESTIVAL, JUNE 14, 2015, 1 TO 6 

Cerritos Folk Dancers (CFD) will host the sixth 
annual Cerritos Festival. The festival will be held at 
Cerritos Senior Center, 12340 South Street, Cerritos, 
CA 90703, from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 
14, 2015.  

This event is sponsored by the Folk Dance 
Federation, South, Inc. Attendees are expected to 
make a donation of $5 per person, or $4 if the 
payment is made by June 7, 2015. Finger foods or 
other treats to share with other dancers are 
encouraged. You are also encouraged to wear 
traditional or special costume to the party. 

Each folk-dance group may request, lead, and/or 
perform a dance. To do so, please send the music of 
your choice to the CFD to be scheduled in advance. 
Alternatively, you may bring your own music CD to 
the event. CFD will try to schedule your request if 
time permits. 

Info: (562) 865-8854, 
CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com, or 
ChiangWenLi@yahoo.com. 

Wen Chiang 

 

DAYTIME FOLKDANCE CLASS 

We are celebrating one year of dancing at Pan 
Pacific Senior Activity Center. We started March, 
2014. It has been hard work as well as gratifying and 
fun. Many people come and go, and some stay. 
There is no charge for this class, as it is funded by 
Humana health insurance. We are grateful to them 
and hope to continue. We started out as beginners, 
and are now advanced beginners. Please spread the 
word, as we can use more people. For more 
information, call (310) 652-8706 or Pan Pacific Sr. 
Act. Ctr. at (323) 935-5705. 

Tikva Mason 

 

CLAREMONT FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The Claremont folk music festival will be held on 
May 30, 2015 at the Santa Ana Botanical Garden in 
Claremont. There will be 3 teachers of international 
folk dances between 12:00-3:00 p.m. I will teach 
Israeli folk dance and there are 2 more teachers that 
will teach other countries' dances. 

More info at http://folkmusiccenter.com/folk-
festival/, or (909) 921-7115. 

Yael Steinfeld  

 

NARODNI INTERNATIONAL FOLKDANCERS  

May 7th Cinco de Mayo theme – let’s pull out the 
chips, salsa, and the Mexican dances in our 
repertoire 

May 14th Review night – John Matthews reviews 
Balta; Julith Neff reviews Matanot K’tanot & Hineh 
Ma’Tov 2000 

ON THE SCENE 
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May 14th & 28st Julith Neff teaches Gvanim and Zohi 
Artzi from this year’s Laguna Festival. 

Our regular meeting night is Thursday at the 
Bellflower Woman’s Club from 7:30 to 10:30. If you 
want to get on the mailing list to receive our weekly 
email announcements, you can sign up at 
narodni@callicomp.info 

For more information contact Julith Neff at (562) 
404-4383 (home) or (562) 881-9504 (cell). You can 
also visit our website at www.narodni.org for basic 
information. 

 

DANCEPRIX BARCELONA 2015 

Call for dance schools, groups and colleges, 
directors, choreographers, dancers, performing arts 

educators, teachers, arts managers and dance/
theatre lovers:  

Dance Grand Prix Barcelona SummerTime2015 from 
17 to 21 June competition for dance schools, 
companies and groups from all over the world. Four 
days of dance, ballet, contemporary, modern, hip hop 
and other kinds of dance art, dance team showcases 
and international dance performance competition. 
Only a small fee to participate! ...in order to be the 

protagonist of a great "Dance Tournée Competition"! 
All web info on: http://www.dancefestival.it/
europe.html 



Folk Dance Scene 10  

 



 11 May 2015 

 



Folk Dance Scene 12  

 



 13 May 2015 

 



Folk Dance Scene 14  

 



 15 May 2015 

 



Folk Dance Scene 16  

 

DANCERS SPEAK 

MARGE @ LARGE 

Café Aman has done it again! The Garlic Band led 
by Miamon Miller played for an enthusiastic group of 
Balkan dancers in March. 

They played a variety of melodies from the Balkans 
and Eastern Europe. The Jewish set included 
Freilachs and a lively Hava Nagila. I was standing 
with some friends including Vicki Maheu (of San 
Diego) and remarked that we should have someone 
on a chair. Before I knew it, Vicki proceeded to grab 
a chair and wave it in the air, dancing around. Then, 
Jon Rand sat on the chair; two guys hefted him up 
and the dancing continued. At the end of the dance, 
Jon Rand graciously thanked everyone for coming to 
his party. Miamon says that The Garlic Band will 
appear again in concert in mid-June at the Coffee 
Gallery Backstage, Altadena. 

On to BalkanFest 2015. For the 5th time, Tony 
Shay (founder of Aman and Avaz) along with Ian 
Price and Mady Taylor (founders of Café Aman) 
organized BalkanFest at Pomona College in 

Claremont. Each year they have endeavored to bring 
name teachers and orchestras to this extraordinary 
event. This year was no exception. Tanya Kostova, 
originally from the Rhodopes in Bulgaria and now 
San Francisco, presented Bulgarian dances. Tanya’s 
dance style is inimitable, and she is a delight to 
watch. 

The second teacher was Tony Petroulis who taught 
Greek dances. Tony has a down-to-earth teaching 
style and was able to impart the feeling of Greek 
dance to the participants. 

We had dinner at Frary Hall beneath the imposing 
mural of Prometheus by Mexican artist Jose 
Clemente Orozco.  

During the “Pathways of Tradition” session, Tanya 
spoke about her love for the Rhodopes and how the 
current Bulgarian immigrants have come to be 

involved in Bulgarian folk dance. She 
encouraged everyone to come to San 
Francisco on May 23 and 24 for the 
Bulgarian Festival which she is 
organizing. 

Tony is from Thebes but his family 
moved back and forth between Greece 
and the US. He spoke about his trips to 
Greece every year and his experiences 
with village culture. Tony is active in the 
Greek community in San Diego and is 
known to teach from time to time at the 
Folk Dance Center. 

The evening dance featured two local 
Balkan bands. Rakia, led by Ty Rust, 
consists of only brass instruments, akin 
to the brass bands of Serbia. They 
played a lively set of traditional folk 
dances. I particularly liked one song in 
the Lesno suite – Oj Jano Jano. Veselba 
was the second band to play. They also 
played many favorites. Everyone loved to 
dance to the live music, and all had a 
good time. 

Marge Gajicki 

p.s. If you wish to see some more 
paintings by Orozco, Siqueros, Rivera, 
Kahlo, and other Mexican artists, 
MOLAA in Long Beach currently has a 

wonderful exhibit. It will be up until July 5. They offer 
Target Free Sundays with docent tours at 2 p.m. 

 

Miamon and Marge 
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Ed’s Note: Marija Hillis, in charge of the Promotion 
Fund for FD Federation (North), has written an article 
about the fund. It was in the April 2015 edition of 
Let’s Dance, and is re-printed here with permission. It 
is an interesting idea, and something we in the South 
might want to consider. 

 

PROMOTING PROMOTION FUNDS 

We all love to dance at festivals when there’s a 
good crowd and we get to see many of our folk dance 
friends from other communities. We may not even 
know all their names, but their faces are familiar and 
the group still feels like family (in a good way!) 
Although dancing in our local, but usually smaller, 
dance groups is fun, a full dance hall brings with it a 
vitality that sparkles with the energy and joy of a 
healthy community.  

So what does this have to do with the Promotion 
Fund? Promoting folk dancing to bring new dancers 
to this joyful activity is crucial to a vibrant and viable 
folk dance community in the future. 

Of course, the Folk Dance Federation already 
sponsors New Dancer events which are popular and 
helpful in offering people a taste of our fun through 
learning beginner dances in a festival atmosphere. 
These occasional but on-going events require much 
planning and preparation and are separately funded. 
The Promotion funds are intended to support 
individual member’s ideas for spreading the good 
word. 

The Promotion Fund Committee was established 
by the Federation based on a $50,000 bequest from 
Kenyon Rayner in 2003. Bill Lidicker was its first 
chair. In the early years, the Promotion Fund 
supported the Kolo Festival by lending tide-over 
funds to pay for a popular teacher (the funds were 
eventually repaid); granted an award for ad 
translation and advertising in a foreign-language 
newspaper in a specific cultural community; paid for 

purchase of equipment for a project to make videos 
of folk dances; and funded an advertising campaign 
in a group’s local newspaper. Recently, a dance 
group used funds for outreach to local high schools 
and colleges through ads in student newspapers; and 
a folk festival committee was granted funds for 
reduced entrance fees for younger dancers.  

As you can see, there are various ways the 
Promotion Fund has been used to support and 
implement promotional ideas. Your idea does not 
have to be a completely original one. For example, 
advertising is a good category to consider. Can you 
think of groups or communities in your area that may 
be interested in folk dancing? Or, you may have an 
idea that you’ve put aside because you were not 
prepared to assume the financial responsibility to 
actualize it. Please consider thinking BIG and apply 
for the support of the Promotion Fund, which is 
available to fund your great idea for sharing your love 
of folk dancing with others who haven’t yet 
discovered it.  

Check out the guidelines for applying for Promotion 
funds on the Federation website, or contact me at 
marijahillis@gmail.com. I’d love to hear from you!  

Marija Hillis  

 

SACRAMENTO NEWS 

March was an exciting month with Camellia Festival 
activities. We learned from and danced with Steve 
Kotansky and Bruce Hamilton. What fun and great 
dances taught. 

The concert at Sac City was wonderful to see with 
great variety of entertaining dances and lovely music. 
If you missed it, hopefully you will make it next year. 

In the meantime there is plenty of dancing going on 
in the Sacramento area and beyond. Get there and 
take advantage of it. 

 

RALPH KUTTNER - 1927-2015 

Website master for Veselo Selo, Ralph 
Kuttner "took off for the skies" on March 16, 
2015 after a long battle with leukemia. For 
awhile, Ralph also served as webmaster 
with the SoCal Folk Dance Federation. An 
active member of Veselo Selo, Ralph issued 
bulletins, input folk music every Saturday 
and served as programmer intermittently. 

He is survived by his wife Betz, two mar-
ried sons, five grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren. 

His Rite of Earthlife Closure was celebrat-
ed at the UUC on March 25. 
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Poetry Corner 

When he moved to Norway to do research on his PhD he missed the camaraderie of the folk dance 
community so he started both a recreational folk dance group and a performing group in Oslo. After his one-
year scholarship ran out, he wanted to stay, and the one year turned into 27 years. While in Norway he 
founded 3 international folk dance groups, founded and led 2 different performing groups, established and led 
the Center for International Folk Dance in Oslo, studied choreography at the Norwegian National College of 
Ballet and later taught both there and at the Norwegian National Theater College, the Norwegian National 
Music College, at the University College of Oslo and at a high school for the arts. He choreographed for both 
the professional theater in Norway and for the Norwegian National Broadcasting System. His largest 
choreographic assignment was as one of the choreographers of the Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the 
Winter Olympics held in Lillehammer Norway in 1994. 

In 2003 he “retired himself” and moved to Laguna Beach, California, intending to surf the waves of the 
Pacific Ocean every day, but instead invitations came to teach at workshops, camps and festivals all over the 
United States and to lead folk dance tours all over the world. 

He says that “Dancing has given me a life of incredible variety. It has taken me all over the world and 
introduced me to people and places I never dreamed I would experience. Dance has, simply, been my life, 
and it has been a good life, full of incredible people, experiences and adventures!” 

PEACE 
Finding peace 
in sunrise runs on switchback trails,  
in the gentle glide of Jabado, 
in silent, contemplative prayer.  
 
And then, I chanced upon a painting:  
virtually violent with color:  
reds splashing through greens, 
purples propelled across yellows, 
tangerines tingling with intensity...  
and at the vortex, a single word: PEACE. 
Peace in the midst of chaos??? 
 
Long I pondered this perplexity. 
And then... Yes!!! 
Peace is that cruse of soothing oil  
found in the hills, the dance, the prayer, 
held gently in two careful hands 
 
And carried into chaos as  
the kind word,  
the listening ear, 
the tone of forgiveness, 
the encouraging comment... 
amidst the Stürm und Drang. 
 

Camille Dull 

LIMERICK 

Biserka's the dance that I sought; 

Bojarka's the dance that I got. 

 Still, it tickled my ribs, 

 For they're very close sibs. 

Yes, I liked what I got a whole lot. 

Carl Pilsecker 

 

Ed’.s Note: Last month Carl wrote another of his clev-
er limericks in which we inadvertently omitted the final 
sentence. Apologies to Carl, and here is the complete 
version: 

 

Mom said I was a dancin' fool, 

And so she sent me to dancing school, 

 Where I wrote a brief essay 

 About Kirco Sedese*; 

Earned my degree by strutting Rustemul. 

 

*Ok. Ok. I know it's Kirco Na Cardak Sedese - but that 

doesn't fit. 

Federation Corner continued from page 3... 
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RECENT EVENTS 

Westwood’s Spring Festival at Brockton School 

Zorba 

The youngest dancer 
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