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Thank you to Bonnie LeMat and Howard Young for 
the article and pictures of the Laguna Folk Dance 
Festival. You can read about it on page 4. 

Dancers Speak may help you understand where the 
interesting rhythms we dance to originate. 

April is National Poetry month and we have some 
contributions for your thoughts. 

Keep up with events with the Calendar on page 6.  

And as alwaysé 

 

Be of good cheer! 

 

Pat Cross and Don Krotser 
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STATEWIDE 2017 UPDATESTATEWIDE 2017 UPDATESTATEWIDE 2017 UPDATE   

 

You probably know that: 

Ï Statewide will be May 26-29. 

Ï It will be held in Reseda at the ONE 
Generation Senior Enrichment Center, 18255 
Victory Blvd. 

Ï Loui Tucker (International) and Erc¿ment Kēlēc 
(Turkish) will be the dance teachers. 

Ï In addition to teaching sessions, and open 
dancing, there will be a singing session, a 
concert, cultural talks, after parties and an ice 
cream social. 

 

But here are some recent developments: 

Ï In addition to Interfolk playing on Saturday 
night, Miamon Miller's Garlic Band will be 
playing during Friday nightôs program. 

Ï Saturday afternoon, there will be a square 
and round dance session led by renowned 
caller Paul Waters. 

Ï On Sunday afternoon the beginnersô session 
will be free to all. Easy dances will be briefly 
taught, so all can join in. Immediately 
following that will be the concert, which will 
also be free! So this will be an excellent 
opportunity to attract or encourage new 
dancers. You might want to make your 
current beginners aware of this, and also 
recruit potential new dancers.  

Ï The committee is contemplating devoting a 
section of the dance hall for clubs to promote 
themselves. Flyers or other material can be 
placed there. In addition, if there are enough 
clubs who would like their banners to be 
displayed, that can also be done. If you have 
a banner you would like to display, please 
contact Jan Rayman 
(JanRayman@charter.net) 

There will be a Federation meeting at 11:30 on 
Sunday, April 2 at Brockton School. See Calendar for 
location information.  

mailto:JanRayman@charter.net)
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THE LAGUNA FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL ï DANCING ON SUNSHINE!  

What a glorious weekend for the 47th annual 
Laguna Folk Dance Festival! From Boston to 

Anchorage, 
Montreal to 
Saskatoon, 
Washington to San 
Diego, over 125 
people enjoyed a 
weekend filled with 
music, singing, 
dancing and 
friendship! There 
was something for 
everyone at this jam
-packed festival. 
Master dance 
teachers Ahmet 
Luleci, Sonia Dion, 
and Cristian 
Florescu presented 
captivating music 
and wonderful 
dances. Their 
repertoires were 
extensive and their 
energy, humor and 
enthusiasm 
infectious. They 
shared personal 
stories, interacted 

with dancers and 
embraced our love 
of dance. The 
virtuoso bands 
included The 
Garlic Band with 
master musicians 
Miamon Miller and 
Michael Lawson. 
They played at the 
parties, led lively 
jam sessions and 
conducted music 
and singing 
workshops. These 
outstanding 
musicians 
enhanced the 
festival culture of 

inclusivity, respect and 
lightheartedness. Also 
in attendance was the 
renowned folk dance 
teacher Andr® 
Montsion. He invited a 
delightful group of ten 
dancers from 
Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, 
Canada. Andr® also 
took them on a tour of 
the local area. We 
heard they enjoyed the 
weather! 

The format of this 
event reminded us of 
the Kolo Festival 
where dancers of all 
ages and experience 
could enjoy themselves. Separate rooms and areas 
were utilized for dancing, singing workshops, music 
workshops, vendors, happy hour festivities, and an 
ice cream social! The festival was held in a fabulous 
venue - a recently remodeled Laguna Woods 
clubhouse. The space was open and inviting, with 
comfortable seating indoors and out. The dance hall 
was a sight to behold. Hundreds of artistically unique 
and colorful handmade banners and tapestries were 

Teachers: Cristian, Sonia, and 
Ahmet 

Howard Young and �$�Q�G�U�p��
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Michael Lawson and 
Miamon Miller 


